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This report was prepared by Dr. Jude BIJOUX from June to December 2025. Dr BIJOUX was appointed by Seychelles’ 

FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group as the Report Compiler for the 2024 FiTI reporting process. The report was 

reviewed and approved by Seychelles’ FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group on 17th December  2025. 

This is Seychelles' sixth report to the FiTI, covering information relevant for the calendar year 2024. This report, 

hereinafter referred to as Seychelles' FiTI Report 2024, has been divided into three distinct sections: Section 1 is 

the “Detailed FiTI Report” (current report), which provides details on the availability, accessibility, and 

completeness of information made public by the Government of Seychelles regarding each of the 12 transparency 

requirements of the FiTI Standard. Section 2 is the “FiTI Transparency Assessment Report,” which focuses on the 

results of the transparency assessment and the recommendations of the National MSG. Section 3 is the “Fisheries 

Information Report,” which provides a concise summary of information related to the transparency requirements 

outlined in the FiTI Standard. 

The production of this report was funded by the Fisheries International Transparency Initiative (FiTI) Secretariat.   
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Detailed findings on the requirements for fisheries 

transparency in Seychelles [2024] 

The need for governments to share information on fisheries is already described in the 1982 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the FAO’s subsequent Code of Conduct 

for Responsible Fisheries (1995). Since then, the importance of collating and sharing 

information with all stakeholders has been a message conveyed in other landmark documents 

on fisheries reforms.1 

The FiTI provides a unique global framework (i.e. the FiTI Standard) to help countries to increase 

the credibility and quality of national fisheries information and demonstrate their commitment 

to improving fisheries governance. 

The FiTI Standard covers 12 thematic areas of fisheries management (also referred to as 

transparency requirements) and is applicable to all countries. 

The FiTI does not intend to replace or duplicate existing government websites and information 

but rather supports the continued development and maintenance of these public resources. 

                                                           
1  Such as the 2012 Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 

Forests and the 2015 Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of 
Food Security and Poverty Eradication. 
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Foreword 

 

2025 has been an eventful year with Seychelles achieving overall 

compliance status in implementing the FiTI Standard during the 

validation time (June 2022-July 2024).  

This was the result of the hard work especially by the Seychelles 

Fisheries Authority (SFA), the Ministry of Fisheries and the Blue 

Economy and the National Multi-Sectoral Group (NMSG).  It needs to 

be highlighted that as the SFA is the executive arm of Government in 

all fisheries related matters it plays a crucial role in ensuring that data is collected, validated 

and processed on time. 

Seychelles joined the FiTI in 2016 making transparency a key focus in its efforts towards a 

sustainable ocean economy.  Seychelles endeavours to establish fisheries transparency as a 

‘whole of government’ approach has been reinforced by including FiTI implementation under 

the country’s Open Government Partnership National Action Plans.   

This 6th National FiTI report saw an increased involvement of the members of the NMSG and 

excellent cooperation from SFA.  The participation of several members of the NMSG at the 

regional workshop held in Cabo Verde on accelerating transparency and robust governance 

across Africa may have also contributed to this improvement. 

Even though Seychelles achieved Compliance Status the NMSG is aware that certain corrective 

actions are required no later than 31 March 2026.  These include more advocacy, a reinforced 

the National Secretariat partly through some financial support.  All these will contribute to 

making the FiTI process more relevant in policy decisions and advance good governance. 

The Fisheries Information Management System (FIMS) initiated by SFA will be expanded and 

upgraded to manage new date from all key technical departments within SFA.  Furthermore, it 

will support compliance with the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies by enhancing 

transparency and help align fisheries subsidies with sustainable goals and global objectives. 

It is noteworthy that the new government which came in power in October 2025 is committed 

to stand by the FiTI process with renewed support. This is a sure indication that FiTI in Seychelles 

has been built on strong foundations. 

Finally, I wish to thank all those who have contributed to the preparation of this report, and 

particularly the members of the NMSG.  It is apparent that the strong ownership of the NMSG 

in the FiTI process is leading towards the improvement of good governance and citizen’s 

engagement in the field of fisheries management for the benefit of all. 
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I am confident that with the reinforcement of the FiTI Secretariat, financial support and 

encouragement by government the FiTI will play an essential role in taking fisheries governance 

to a higher level which will make Seychelles proud. 

 

 

Philippe Michaud  

Chair of the FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group Seychelles 
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1.1  Public Registry of National Fisheries Laws, Regulations and Official Policy 

Documents 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must provide an online, up-to-date registry of:  

 All national legislation related to the marine 

fisheries sector. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 All official policy documents related to the 

marine fisheries sector. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

Major legislations and policies for Seychelles’ fisheries sector: 

The websites of both the Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and Blue Economy (MFABE) and the 

Seychelles Fisheries Authority (SFA) continue to publish the major legislations and policies 

governing the Seychelles fisheries sector. The Fisheries Act (2014) remained the primary 

legislation governing the sector along with the Fisheries Regulations (1987) as amended. The 

Export of Fishery Products Act (1996) is an important piece of legislation as the majority of 

Seychelles fisheries produce is exported. It was available for download along with associated 

regulations on both above-mentioned government websites.  

In July 2024, the Seychelles Fisheries Authority Act (2024)2, was enacted and replaced the 

Seychelles Fishing Authority (Establishment) Act (1984).  

The Fisheries Sector Policy and Strategy (2019) remained the primary policy document for 

Seychelles’ fisheries sector. The National Food and Nutrition Security Policy (2013) addresses 

fisheries from the angle of food and nutrition provision. 

The Harvest Strategy Policy and Management Standards for Seychelles’ Fisheries (2023) provide 

for the development of a harvest strategy for all commercial and non-commercial fisheries. 

According to the National MSG, the Government of Seychelles has met all the requirements of 

FiTI concerning the publication of an online and up-to date registry of national legislations, and 

policy documents related to the marine fisheries sector. The National MSG urges the national 

authorities to keep this information up to date and frequently raise awareness of the public and 

operators in the fisheries sector on the policies and legal requirements in place for the different 

fisheries sub-sectors. 

 Fisheries laws and regulations: The website of both the MFABE3 and the SFA4 have 

a section dedicated to fisheries laws and regulations. The MFABE’s website also published 

                                                           
2  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Act-7-2024-Seychelles-Fisheries-Authority-Act-2024-1.pdf 
3  https://mofbe.gov.sc/fisheries-legislations-and-regulations/ 
4  https://www.sfa.sc/legislation-other-fisheries-related-documents/  

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Act-7-2024-Seychelles-Fisheries-Authority-Act-2024-1.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/fisheries-legislations-and-regulations/
https://www.sfa.sc/legislation-other-fisheries-related-documents/
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the Access to Information Act (2018)5 on its website, which sets clear transparency 

standards for making information accessible to the public. All laws and regulations 

governing the fisheries sector relevant for year 2024 are published on the website of the 

MFABE. The website of the SFA contains laws and regulations concerning fisheries and 

export of fishery products. The two websites together offer a complete inventory of 

available legal instruments for the Seychelles fisheries sector and is seen as complete.  

 Fisheries policy documents: The section of the MFABE6 and SFA7 website dedicated 

to fisheries policy documents remained updated in 2024. Published fisheries policy 

documents include: 

o The Seychelles Fisheries Sector Policy and Strategy 20198 

o Harvest Strategy Policy and Management Standards for Seychelles’ Fisheries 

(2023)9 

o Policies and standards for the recruitment and retention of local crew and 

skippers10 

o National Food and Nutrition Security Policy (2013)11 

o Seychelles National Labour Migration Policy (2019)12   

The list of published fisheries policies for the year 2024 is seen as complete.  

 Fisheries management plans: The FITI Standard also requires the Government to 

publish fisheries management plans. In 2024, there was only one fisheries management 

plan under implementation. The MFABE has published the Mahe Plateau Demersal 

Fishery Management Plan13 and its MCS Protocol14. This is duplicated on the SFA website 

along with the Fisheries (Mahé Plateau Trap and Line Fishery) Regulations, 202115 that 

provides the legal framework for the Plan’s implementation.  

                                                           
5  The Access to Information Act (2018) is described in its introduction as seeking to ‘foster good governance 

through enhancing transparency, accountability, integrity in public service and administration, participation 
of persons in public affairs, including exposing corruption, to recognise the right of access to information 
envisaged in Article 28 of the Constitution and for matters connected therewith and incidental thereto.’ 

6     https://mofbe.gov.sc/fisheries-and-related-policies/ 
7     https://www.sfa.sc/legislation-other-fisheries-related-documents/ 
8     https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Seychelles-Fisheries-Sector-Policy-1-3.pdf 
9     https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Harvest-Strategy-Policy-and-Management-Standards-

2023.pdf 
10   https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Policies-and-Standards-for-the-Recruitment-and-

Retention-of-Local-Crew-and-Skippers-2025-2030.pdf 
11   https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/seychelles-national-food-nutrition-security-policy.pdf 
12   https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Labour-Migration-Policy-3.pdf 
13  https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Gazette-Mahe-Plateau-co-management-plan-3.pdf 
14  https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Mahe-Plateau-Demersal-Fishery-Management-Plan-MCS-

Protocol-3.pdf 
15  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/SI-77-2021-Fisheries-Mahe-Plateau-Trap-and-Line-Fishery-

Regulations-2021.pdf 

https://mofbe.gov.sc/fisheries-and-related-policies/
https://www.sfa.sc/legislation-other-fisheries-related-documents/
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Seychelles-Fisheries-Sector-Policy-1-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Harvest-Strategy-Policy-and-Management-Standards-2023.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Harvest-Strategy-Policy-and-Management-Standards-2023.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Policies-and-Standards-for-the-Recruitment-and-Retention-of-Local-Crew-and-Skippers-2025-2030.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Policies-and-Standards-for-the-Recruitment-and-Retention-of-Local-Crew-and-Skippers-2025-2030.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/seychelles-national-food-nutrition-security-policy.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Labour-Migration-Policy-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Gazette-Mahe-Plateau-co-management-plan-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Mahe-Plateau-Demersal-Fishery-Management-Plan-MCS-Protocol-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Mahe-Plateau-Demersal-Fishery-Management-Plan-MCS-Protocol-3.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/SI-77-2021-Fisheries-Mahe-Plateau-Trap-and-Line-Fishery-Regulations-2021.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/SI-77-2021-Fisheries-Mahe-Plateau-Trap-and-Line-Fishery-Regulations-2021.pdf
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The NMSG stated that all fisheries-related plans should be treated as fisheries 

management plans and took note of the publication of the National Plan of Action for the 

Conservation and Management of Sharks 2016-2020 on both the MFABE and SFA’s 

website. The NMSG observed that this document is now outdated and that there was no 

indication from the Government on whether its implementation had been extended past 

2020.  

Additionally, the NMSG noted the publication of the Seychelles Drifting Fish Aggregating 

Device (DFAD) Management Plan 2024-202516, on the SFA website during this FiTI 

reporting process. The plan was originally submitted to the IOTC in August 2020, and its 

implementation has now been extended to December 2025. The plan's opening page 

mentions a new DFAD management plan being developed to comply with the 

requirements of IOTC Resolution 24/02 and those of the Seychelles Marine Spatial Plan.  

In 2024, the Seychelles also completed the National Tuna Fishery Management Plan 

(NTFMP) and the National Tuna Industry Development Framework (NTIDF). Both the 

NTIDF17 and the NTFMP18 are available for download on the SFA’s website. The NTFMP 

was yet to be validated by the MFABE and submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers for 

approval so that implementation can start.   

The SFA has also published its Strategic Plan (2022-2027)19 and its Research Plan (2021-

2025)20. The Strategic Plan covers the 2024 period and defines its long-term direction, 

priorities, goals and approaches for the implementation of the national fisheries and 

aquaculture-related policies and plans. The Research Plan also covers the 2024 period and 

outlines the research priorities of SFA. The research priorities include those that: 

o supports the implementation and development of fisheries management and 

national plans 

o supports the sustainability of fisheries resources 

o enhances understanding of the links between the environment and fisheries 

resources, and 

o promotes diversification of fishing activities.  

The NMSG also noted the publication of two important documents on the MFABE website 

concerning the marketing of the small-scale fishery: Development of a Marketing 

                                                           
16 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Seychelles-FAD-Management-2024-2025.pdf 
17 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/National-Tuna-Industry-Development-Framework-

Deliverable-10.pdf  
18 https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/National-Tuna-Fishery-Management-Plan-Deliverable-No.11.pdf 
19 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/SFA-Strategic-Plan.pdf 
20 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/SFA-Research-Plan-2021-2025.pdf 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Seychelles-FAD-Management-2024-2025.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/National-Tuna-Industry-Development-Framework-Deliverable-10.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/National-Tuna-Industry-Development-Framework-Deliverable-10.pdf
https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/National-Tuna-Fishery-Management-Plan-Deliverable-No.11.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/SFA-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/SFA-Research-Plan-2021-2025.pdf
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Intelligence Plan for the Small-Scale Fisheries Sector (2023)21 and the Marketing Strategy 

for the Small-Scale Fisheries Sector22  

 

 Online registry of national laws and regulations: Access to copies of laws and 

regulations on the website of the Office of the Attorney General23 and the Official 

Gazette24 as detailed in Seychelles 2020 FiTI Report, remains unchanged in 2024. The 

Official Gazette website, however, only contains Gazettes that were published in the last 

five years. A statement to that effect is posted on the website along with a notice that 

copies of Official Gazettes not available on the website including any Act, Bill or subsidiary 

legislation can be requested via email. An administrative fee of SCR 25 must be paid for 

this service, with an additional fee of SCR 50 if requesting a certified copy by the Attorney 

General or the Editor.  

 

The eDoc Repository on the eGovernment Portal25 was still available in 2024 and has the 

required infrastructure for providing access to laws and regulations and a section 

dedicated to ‘Acts and Regulations’. It appears that the eDoc Repository is being used, at 

least by certain government agencies, with evidence of new documents uploaded. 

However, the ‘Acts and Regulations’ related to fisheries were still not featured.  

 National Assembly documents: In 2024, access to bills that are introduced to the 

National Assembly of Seychelles (NAS) for examination, discussion and amendment 

remained obtainable through the NAS’s official website26 along with videos of all sittings 

of the NAS and public hearings of certain assembly committees, starting from 27th 

September 2016 and verbatim records from 2020. These online videos and other records 

can be used for background research and verification of facts of what was said during 

debates concerning introduction and amendments to fisheries laws and regulations.  

 International treaties, policy instruments and best practices: The National 

MSG took note that publishing international instruments that Seychelles are party to is 

not a requirement of the FiTI Standard. The NMSG however noted that some of these 

instruments are listed on the SFA’s website, including the:  

o Principles for investment in sustainable wild-caught fisheries.27 

                                                           
21 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Market-Intelligence-Plan-3.pdf 
22 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Marketing-Strategy-3.pdf 
23 https://ago.sc/laws-of-seychelles/ 
24 https://www.gazette.sc/ 
25  https://www.gov.sc/edoc/pages/logonform.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2feDoc%2fdefault.aspx The eDoc Repository 

has sections dedicated to: Acts & Regulations, Annual Financial Audited Reports, Annual Reports, Guidelines, 
Plans, Policies, Quarterly Reports, Strategic Plans and White Papers. 

26  https://www.nationalassembly.sc/bills 
27 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Fisheries-Principles-for-Investment.pdf 

https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Market-Intelligence-Plan-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Marketing-Strategy-3.pdf
https://ago.sc/laws-of-seychelles/
https://www.gazette.sc/
https://www.gov.sc/edoc/pages/logonform.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2feDoc%2fdefault.aspx
https://www.nationalassembly.sc/bills
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Fisheries-Principles-for-Investment.pdf
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o United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.28 

o The Codes Alimentarius International Food Standards.29  

 Stakeholder engagement: No reports were published in 2024 by the Government of 

Seychelles that provided details of stakeholder consultation conducted as part of the 

review of laws, policies and plans.  

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding the public registry of national fisheries laws, regulations and official policy documents 

in the Seychelles:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-1_1 The SFA and the MFABE should have a clearly 

labelled archive section on their website for 

accessing of past documents. 

High June 2026 

2024-1_2 The SFA should prepare and post on its website 

a summary of fisheries laws, regulations and 

policy documents published on the MFABE 

website to provide an overall picture of the laws 

and regulations governing the fisheries and 

post-harvest sector, to provide the public with 

broader access to such information. 

High June 2026 

 

                                                           
28 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/UN-Convention-on-Law-of-th-Sea.pdf 
29 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Codex-Alimentarius.pdf 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/UN-Convention-on-Law-of-th-Sea.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Codex-Alimentarius.pdf
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1.2  Fisheries Tenure Arrangements 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish a summary 

description of laws and decrees on fisheries 

tenure arrangements, including the following 

information: 

Yes Yes Yes 

i. A description of the rights and 

authorisations applicable by law or 

decree, including those based on an 

individual or collective quota system, for 

commercial, recreational, scientific or 

exploratory fisheries or for cultural use, 

and for access to and use of traditional 

sites, for landing fish, for temporary fish 

camps, for fish processing, or for other 

traditional use; 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

ii. The fees, duration, transferability and 

divisibility of such rights and 

authorisations; 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

iii. The persons that are legally entitled to 

issue access rights and fishing 

authorisations, the mandatory 

administrative procedures required to 

determine their issue, and the nature of 

any oversight or public consultation 

processes involved; 

Yes Yes Yes 

iv. The conditions applied to fishing 

authorisations including those relating to 

fishing effort and ecosystem impact, 

landings, trans-shipping and catch 

reporting; 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

v. The procedures and rules for authorising a 

Seychelles-flagged vessel to fish in a third 

country or on the High Seas, including 

information on the fees paid to the 

national government for providing this 

authorisation, reporting requirements and 

the provisions for terminating such 

authorisations. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 Description of rights and authorisations applicable by law or decree, etc: 

The SFA has since November 2021 published on its website a downloadable PDF version 
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of a Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) document30 that provides answers to a range of 

questions that members of the public might have about tenure arrangements in 

Seychelles’ fisheries. The FAQ was updated to cover the year 2024 and provides details 

on the list of authorised fisheries and licensable fishing activities31 as well as license 

particulars such as license fees, conditions, validity, transferability, limits, restrictions, and 

catch declaration. All commercial fisheries are covered. Information is also available in 

the FAQ on access to and use of traditional sites, for landing fish, for temporary fish 

camps, and for other traditional uses. An updated schematic of the fisheries permits and 

authorisations that were in force in 2024 is included in Appendix C of the document. 

There is also a page on the SFA website on fisheries tenure arrangements FAQ32 but the 

information there has not been updated as per the PDF. This can lead to confusion and 

SFA should take measures to reconcile information on the webpage with those in the PDF 

FAQ. The updated information on tenure arrangements in the PDF version of the FAQ is 

seen as complete.   

 The persons legally entitled to issue access rights and fishing 

authorisations: The post titles/designations of officers within SFA who are authorised 

to issue fishing authorisations, licenses, and permits are published on the SFA website33. 

The information states that the License and Permit Section of the Monitoring Control and 

Surveillance Department, is responsible for processing the authorisations, licenses, and 

permits and that all licenses and authorisations are processed and issued by the License 

and Permit Officers. During this FiTI reporting process the SFA updated this webpage33 to 

provide additional information on the approval structure for issuing fishing licenses and 

permits for each type of fishing and fishing activity license. Approval can be provided by 

the Chief Executive Officer, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Head and Manager of the 

Monitoring Control and Surveillance Department, and the Section’s Assistant Manager. 

The information provided indicates that for local fishing vessels of Class 3 and 4, industrial 

fishing vessels and for sea cucumber processing approval is required from the Deputy CEO 

or CEO of the SFA due to their greater commercial scale and risks. 

                                                           
30 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/FAQ-Document1.pdf 
31 There are 4 classes of authorised fisheries, which include: (1) recreational fisheries, (2) sport fisheries, (3) 
scientific and exploratory fisheries, (4) commercial fisheries. Commercial fisheries are further divided into: (1) 
artisanal, (2) semi-industrial and (3) industrial fisheries. Artisanal fisheries are multi gear and multi species and 
include the use of hook and line, traps and nets. Fishing activity licenses are required for the small-scale gillnet 
fishery, spanner crab, octopus, and spiny lobster. Semi-industrial fisheries include the semi-industrial longline 
fishery targeting tuna and tuna-like species, and the sea cucumber fishery. In the sea cucumber fishery fishing 
authorisation can be provided for exploratory sea cucumber fishery in the Joint Management Area (JMA) shared 
by Seychelles and Mauritius. Industrial fisheries include the industrial purse seine and the industrial longline 
fishery, both targeting tuna and tuna-like species.  
32  https://www.sfa.sc/faq-recreational-fisheries/ 
33  https://www.sfa.sc/fishing-licences/ 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/FAQ-Document1.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/faq-recreational-fisheries/
https://www.sfa.sc/fishing-licences/
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 The mandatory administrative procedures required to determine issue of 

access rights and fishing authorisations, and nature of oversight: The website 

of the SFA has published information on the mandatory administrative procedures 

required for the issuing if artisanal, semi-industrial and industrial fishing licenses. The 

specific documentation and approval steps are listed for vessels operating in the three 

fishery sub-sectors.   

 Oversight on issuance of access rights and fishing authorisations: All vessel 

licenses and fishing activity licenses issued in 2024 are included in the 2024 vessel registry 

published on the SFA website and is summarised in the SFA 2024 Annual Report. Both 

documents are available online and can be download and publicly consulted. Oversight 

of SFA’s operation is ensured by its Board of Directors, who are listed on the SFA’s website 

along with copies of the Board’s annual reports34.  

 Public consultation process involved: No public consultation process is legally 

required in the Seychelles for the issuing of access rights or fishing authorisations, and 

none was undertaken in 2024. Consultation process for the issuance and renewal of 

foreign fishing access agreements is addressed under the section of this report on Foreign 

Fishing Access Agreements. 

 Other conditions applicable to commercial fishing rights: Conditions applicable 

to fishing rights and authorisations for the year 2024 were prescribed in Part III of the 

Fisheries Act (2014), and under the Standard Requirements of the Fisheries Regulations 

(1987). The conditions relating to transhipment and catch reporting, fishing effort, 

landings and ecosystems impact of fishing, are elaborated in the Seychelles 2020 FiTI 

Report. An environment management fee for purse seiners, dedicated to environmental 

management and observation of marine ecosystems was introduced 2020 in the fisheries 

access agreement with the European Union (EU). Conditions applicable to fishing effort 

and ecosystem impacts, landings, transhipping and catch reporting were detailed in the 

signed foreign fishing agreements and samples of draft framework agreements for 

signature between the Government of Seychelles and Seychelles flagged purse seine35 

and industrial long line36 vessel operators that were available for download on the MFABE 

website37 and are briefly summarised in the PDF version of the FAQ on tenure 

arrangements30.  

 

                                                           
34 https://www.sfa.sc/about-us/board-of-directors/# 
35   https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Framework-Agreement-for-Seychelles-Flagged-Purse-

Seiners-5.pdf 
36   https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Framework-Agreement-for-Seychelles-Flagged-

Industrial-Longliners-1-3.pdf 
37   https://mofbe.gov.sc/resources/agreements-other-documents/ 

https://www.sfa.sc/about-us/board-of-directors/
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Framework-Agreement-for-Seychelles-Flagged-Purse-Seiners-5.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Framework-Agreement-for-Seychelles-Flagged-Purse-Seiners-5.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Framework-Agreement-for-Seychelles-Flagged-Industrial-Longliners-1-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Framework-Agreement-for-Seychelles-Flagged-Industrial-Longliners-1-3.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/resources/agreements-other-documents/
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For the small-scale fisheries, other license conditions that are applicable are summarised 

in the above-mentioned FAQ on tenure arrangements. Small-scale fishing vessels with 

autonomous power supply need to have their Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) 

operational throughout the whole trip, to be entitled to fuel concessions.  

 Procedures and rules for authorising a nationally flagged vessel to fish in a 

third country, or the High Seas: The procedures and rules for authorising a 

nationally flagged vessel to fish in  third country waters, or the High Seas published on the 

SFA website were updated during this FiTI reporting process to provide additional details. 

Published information indicates that national vessels need to be issued with a Certificate 

of Authorisation (COA)38 by the SFA to fish outside the Seychelles Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ). The published information includes a summary of procedures, rules and conditions, 

and reporting requirements that vessels must follow, as well as a summary of the terms 

for termination or revocation of the COA. Greater details are provided in the PDF version 

of the FAQ on tenure arrangements, including on the fees that must be paid.  

The agreements signed between the Seychelles Government and Seychelles flagged 

industrial fishing vessels provide the required conditions to be followed by all vessels 

while operating in third country waters or on the High Seas and their reporting 

requirements.  

 

Application for the COA can be made directly online on the SFA website38, or the form can 

be downloaded, completed and deposited at the SFA. The SFA website also contains a link 

to the IOTC’s Record of Authorized Vessels (RAV)39 authorised to fish for tuna and tuna-

like species in the IOTC area, that can be searched to find authorised Seychelles vessels.  

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding fisheries tenure arrangements in Seychelles:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-2_1 The SFA should publish and annually update, as 

required, a summary of tenure arrangements for 

all fisheries and fisheries activities.   

High  Annually by the 

end of March 

  

                                                           
38 https://www.sfa.sc/certificate-of-authorisation/ 
39 https://rav.iotc.org/fe/record 

https://www.sfa.sc/certificate-of-authorisation/
https://rav.iotc.org/fe/record
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1.3  Foreign Fishing Access Agreements 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish the contracts of all foreign fishing access agreements (including their 

associated protocol(s)), 

 that allow access for foreign vessels to fish in 

Seychelles’ marine jurisdictional waters40 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 that allow Seychelles-flagged vessels to fish in a 

third country or the High Seas41 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

Seychelles must publish studies or reports 

undertaken by national authorities or foreign 

parties to an agreement providing evaluation or 

oversight of the agreement, if available, including 

those that describe the number of fishing 

authorisations issued, the reported catch of these 

vessels and any assessment of compliance with 

the terms and conditions of the agreement. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes (only for 

EU 

agreements) 

Documentation derived from any national 

stakeholder consultation undertaken with respect 

to the preparation, negotiation or monitoring of 

the agreements must be published, if available. 

No   

 Foreign fishing access agreements: The website of the MFABE42 has published the 

seven foreign fishing access agreements that allowed foreign-flagged vessels to fish in 

Seychelles waters in 2024 and the two agreements that allowed Seychelles-flagged vessels 

to fish in third country waters. 

The two reciprocal bilateral agreements between Seychelles and Mauritius signed in 2017 

allowing Seychelles vessels to fish in Mauritius waters and vice versa that were previously 

only partially available, are now available on the MFABE website along with the three 

addenda that extended the agreement to cover the year 202443.  

The NMSG noted that during this FiTI reporting process the MFABE published on its 

website the four agreements it had signed with operators of Seychelles-flagged purse 

seiners and industrial longliners that allowed their vessels to fish in Seychelles waters in 

2024. The four agreements were signed with: 

                                                           
40  It should be noted that foreign fishing access agreements do not grant access to Seychelles’ territorial seas. 
41  No agreement is required for Seychelles-flagged vessels to fish on the High Seas. 
42   https://mofbe.gov.sc/resources/agreements-other-documents/ 
43   It should be noted that there have been four extensions of the Seychelles – Mauritius bilateral agreement. 

These were for the periods 14/04/2022 – 14/04/2023, 14/04/2023 – 15/04/2024, 15/04/2024 – 14/10/2024, 
and 15/10/2024 – 31/12/2024. 

https://mofbe.gov.sc/resources/agreements-other-documents/
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o Fishing Indico Ltd (purse seiners)44 

o Isabella Fishing Ltd (purse seiners)45 

o Interatun Ltd (purse seiners)46 

o Deepsea Fisheries Management Ltd (industrial longliners)47 

 

 Evaluation reports: The three evaluation reports which were published in 2020 

pertaining to the EU/Seychelles Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement remained 

available on the SFA website in 2024. These included: 

o The “Ex-post and ex-ante evaluation study of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement 

between the European Union and the Republic of Seychelles and of its 

Implementing Protocol - Final Report (2019).48  

                                                           
44 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Fishing-Indico-Ltd.pdf 
45 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Isabella-Fishing-Ltd.pdf 
46 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Interatun-Ltd.pdf 
47 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Deepsea-Fisheries-Management-Ltd.pdf 
48  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Ex-post-and-ex-ante-evaluation-study-of-FPA.pdf 

Signatory party 

Agreement 

published online 

by Seychelles’ 

government? 

Period  

Evaluation 

published online 

by Seychelles’ 

government? 

Access agreements for foreign-flagged vessels to fish in Seychelles’ waters 

European Union Yes 2020 - 2026 Yes 

Mauritius Yes 2017 - 2024  

Taiwan Deep-sea Tuna Longline 

Boat Owners and Exporters 

Association (TTA) 

Yes 2023 - 2026  

Top Fortune International (TFI) Yes 2023 - 2026  

Dongwon Industries, Co., Ltd. Yes 2024 - 2026  

Tuna Development LCC Yes 2024 - 2026  

Pemba Tuna Ltd Yes 2024 - 2026  

Access agreements for Seychelles-flagged vessels to fish in third countries’ waters 

Mayotte (EU) Yes 2023 - 2028 Yes 

Mauritius Yes 2017 - 2024  

https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Fishing-Indico-Ltd.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Isabella-Fishing-Ltd.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Interatun-Ltd.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Deepsea-Fisheries-Management-Ltd.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Ex-post-and-ex-ante-evaluation-study-of-FPA.pdf
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o Performance audit evaluation of the implementation of the sectoral support 

provided  under the 2014 - 2020 protocol of the EU/Seychelles Fisheries 

Partnership Agreement- Final report (2020).49 

o Performance audit evaluation of the implementation of the sectoral support 

provided for the  years 2018 and 2019 under the 2014-2020 protocol of the EU/ 

Seychelles Fisheries Partnership Agreement.50  

The first evaluation was commissioned by the European Union and evaluated the 

implementation of the whole agreement, including the agreement that allowed 

Seychelles vessels to fish in the waters of Mayotte, while the second and third evaluations 

were commissioned by the SFA and only evaluated the implementation of the sectoral 

support under the protocol of the SFPA.  

The NMSG took note that during the preparation of this FiTI report, the European Union 

published the Ex-post and ex-ante evaluation study of the 2020 2026 Protocol to the 

Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) and of a possible Protocol 

implementing the SFPA between the European Union and Seychelles – Final Report (2025), 

which includes coverage of the year 2024 on its website51.  

Since 2020, the Government of Seychelles has not conducted any fresh assessments of its 

fishing access agreements. While the NMSG observed that existing agreements include 

clauses allowing the fisheries ministry to perform mid-term reviews of their operation and 

effectiveness, no such evaluations have occurred. The MFABE did arrange for an 

independent assessment of both the EU Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement 

(SFPA) and the Mauritius Partnership Agreement (FPA) in 2022, but this assessment was 

abandoned following administrative complications with the contracted consulting firm 

and remains incomplete. 

 Stakeholder consultation: No documentation derived from national stakeholder 

consultations regarding the preparation, negotiation or monitoring of foreign agreements 

was collated or published by the government of Seychelles in 2024. Consultations for the 

issuance and renewal of foreign fishing access agreements are typically undertaken within 

the Government, primarily between the ministry responsible for fisheries and the SFA, 

although other Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) may be involved as needed. 

For the renewal of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) between the 

European Union and the Government of Seychelles, consultations have historically 

                                                           
49  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-SEY_PERFORMANCE-AUDIT-REPORT_2014-2020-FINAL-

DRAFT.pdf 
50  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-SEY_PERFORMANCE-AUDIT-_2018-2019-FINAL-

DRAFT.pdf  
51  https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/39090760-02e3-11f0-9503-01aa75ed71a1 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-SEY_PERFORMANCE-AUDIT-REPORT_2014-2020-FINAL-DRAFT.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-SEY_PERFORMANCE-AUDIT-REPORT_2014-2020-FINAL-DRAFT.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-SEY_PERFORMANCE-AUDIT-_2018-2019-FINAL-DRAFT.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-SEY_PERFORMANCE-AUDIT-_2018-2019-FINAL-DRAFT.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/39090760-02e3-11f0-9503-01aa75ed71a1
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included the Cabinet of Ministers. Once signed, the EU-Seychelles SFPA must be ratified 

by the Seychelles National Assembly. 

 

[Best available information] The National MSG found no instances relating to the 

assessments of the impact of these foreign fishing access agreements, where information 

used by national authorities is clearly misleading, or could be improved by considering 

alternative sources of information, such as studies by non-governmental organisations, 

the private sector or academic institutions. 

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding foreign fishing access agreements:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-3_1 The MFABE should enhance national 

stakeholders’ consultation with respect to the 

preparation, negotiation or monitoring of 

foreign fishing access agreements and publish 

broad outlines of stakeholder inputs and 

concerns. 

High June 2026 
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1.4  The State of the Fisheries Resources  

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish the most recent national 

reports on the state of fish stocks 

Yes Yes Yes 

 Including any information on trends in the state 

of stocks and conclusions on the reasons for 

change. 

Yes Yes Yes 

 Studies or reports undertaken by national 

authorities that assess the sustainability of 

fishing. 

Yes Yes Yes 

 Information on the methods and data used to 

assess fish stocks must be described. 

Yes Yes Yes 

 Information on ongoing or planned efforts to 

update and expand fish stock assessments must 

be described. 

Yes Yes Yes 

 National reports on the state of fish stocks: During this FiTI reporting process, the 

SFA published on its website the latest stock status summaries52 of commercial species 

that it had assessed over the last five years, including for species under the IOTC 

management mandate.  The summary included stock status information on 16 species 

and species groups, that were under local management, of which 5 were considered 

overfished, and 12 were also classified as subject to overfishing.  Fishing mortality status 

for two species were classed as uncertain, and as not subject to overfishing for two other 

species. Four species were determined to have uncertain biomass while seven species 

were assessed as not subject to overfishing.  

The National MSG took note of several technical studies published on the SFA website in 

2024 that provide information on the status of certain fish stocks and the sustainability of 

fishing. These reports include:  

o Determining Biological Parameters of Brownspotted grouper (E. chlorostigma) 

and White-blotched grouper (E. multinotatus): A Contribution to Sustainable 

Fishery Management in Seychelles.53 

o Survey of spiny lobster in granitic and coralline island on Mahe Plateau (Zone 2 

& 3).54 

                                                           
52  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/State-of-the-Fisheries-Resources.pdf 
53  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Final-OCEANS5-Report_Determining-size-at-maturity_Dec-

2024.pdf 
54  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Lobster-Comprehensive-Lobster-

SurveyCLS_2023_report_Final.pdf 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/State-of-the-Fisheries-Resources.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Final-OCEANS5-Report_Determining-size-at-maturity_Dec-2024.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Final-OCEANS5-Report_Determining-size-at-maturity_Dec-2024.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Lobster-Comprehensive-Lobster-SurveyCLS_2023_report_Final.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Lobster-Comprehensive-Lobster-SurveyCLS_2023_report_Final.pdf
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o Report on the spiny lobster fishery. Lobster survey report 2024. 55 

o Spanner Crab Sampling Programme Report 2022-202356 

o Summary Report on the Sea Cucumber Fishery – 2020/2021, 2021/2022 & 

2023/2024 fishing season.57 

o Assessment of spanner crab (Ranina ranina) – “Krab ziraf” on Mahe Plateau 

(Zone 2 & 3)58 

o Investigating the biological parameters of Two-spot red snapper (Lutjanus bohar) 

on Mahé Plateau, Seychelles.59 

The report on the Stock assessment survey of the mud crab (Scylla serrata) and 

assessment of the mangrove fishery on Mahe, Praslin and Silhouette60 mentioned in the 

2023 FiTI report was finalised in 2024 and was published on the SFA aquaculture 

website61, since it had been commissioned by the Aquaculture Department.  

 Tuna and tuna-like species: Stock assessments of tuna and tuna-like species targeted 

by the industrial longline and purse seine fishery are not undertaken by the government 

of Seychelles, but by the IOTC. The Seychelles contributes to these stock assessments 

through the provision of sampling data collected during landings and trans-shipments.  

The stock status of 23 species for the year 2024 was included in the above mentioned 

stock status summaries52 with links provided within to the IOTC’s Stock Status 

Dashboard62 where more information on the stock assessments was available.  

The determination of the status of stocks for the year 2024 indicates that of the 23 

species, six were overexploited and subject to overfishing, one species are overfished but 

not subject to overfishing, one was subject to overfishing but not yet overfished whereas 

seven species were neither overexploited nor overfished, while for eight species63, the 

stock status was unknown or uncertain.   

Assessments undertaken between 2022 and 2024 indicate that the bigeye tuna stock is 

overexploited and subject to overfishing, while stocks of other temperate and tropical 

tunas are not overexploited nor subject to overfishing. A new stock assessment conducted 

in 2024 indicates that the yellowfin tuna stock has been successfully rebuilt due to 

                                                           
55  https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Lobster-survey-report-2024.pdf 
56  https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Spanner-crab-sampling-programme-2022_2023_Final.pdf 
57  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Summary-report-Sea-cucumber-fishery.pdf 
58  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Spanner-crab-survey-report_Final.pdf 
59  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Var-vara-studies_Final-Report.pdf 
60  https://aquaculture.sfa.sc/12-months-assessment-of-the-mud-crab-scylla-serrata-stock-and-fishery-on-mahe-

praslin-and-curieuse-seychelles/ 
61  https://aquaculture.sfa.sc/ 
62  https://iotc.org/node/3379 
63  Mainly small tuna and sharks: bullet tuna (Auxis rochei), frigate tuna (Auxis thazard), oceanic whitetip shark 

(Carcharhinus longimanus), scalloped hammerhead shark (Sphyrna lewini), blue shark (Isurus oxyrinchus), 
silky shark (Carcharhinus falciformis), bigeye thresher shark (Alopias superciliosus) and pelagic thresher shark 
(Alopias pelagicus). 

https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Lobster-survey-report-2024.pdf
https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Spanner-crab-sampling-programme-2022_2023_Final.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Summary-report-Sea-cucumber-fishery.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Spanner-crab-survey-report_Final.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Var-vara-studies_Final-Report.pdf
https://aquaculture.sfa.sc/12-months-assessment-of-the-mud-crab-scylla-serrata-stock-and-fishery-on-mahe-praslin-and-curieuse-seychelles/
https://aquaculture.sfa.sc/12-months-assessment-of-the-mud-crab-scylla-serrata-stock-and-fishery-on-mahe-praslin-and-curieuse-seychelles/
https://aquaculture.sfa.sc/
https://iotc.org/node/3379
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reduced fishing pressure and strong recruitment, and that the stock is no longer 

overexploited or subject to overfishing.  

For billfishes, the IOTC's stock status determination for 2024, based on the assessment 

undertaken between 2022 and 2024, indicated that stocks of blue marlin (Makaira 

nigricans) and striped marlin (Kajikia audax) were overexploited and subject to 

overfishing. In 2024, the Indo-Pacific sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus) and swordfish 

(Xiphias gladius) stocks was classified as not overfished and not subject to overfishing, 

based on stock assessments conducted in 2022. A new assessment of black marlin stocks 

conducted in 2024 indicated that this species was not overexploited but was subject to 

overfishing.  

For species whose stock status in relation to FMSY
64 and BMSY

65
 could not be determined, 

the main reasons were related to uncertainty in catch data or lack of data for quantitative 

stock assessment or basic fishery indicators. For the latest information on the status of 

stocks of species under the IOTC's management mandate, please consult the IOTC Stock 

Status Dashboard62. The stock status summaries contain hyperlinks to individual stock 

assessment reports, which also provide information on the methods used to conduct the 

stock assessments.  

 Methods and data used to assess fish stocks:  In all cases, the published national 

reports on the status of fish stocks included details on the data and methods used. 

Likewise, all published IOTC stock assessment reports provided information on the data 

and methods used to conduct the stock assessments, and information on the 

uncertainties and weaknesses in the data sets where relevant.  

 Ongoing or planned efforts for stock assessments: The SFA has published on its 

website its work programme for future stock assessments up to the year 202466.  The 

work programme also provides a link to the IOTC schedule of future stock assessments up 

to 202367.The IOTC has published its schedule of future stock assessments for 2025 to 

2029 on its website68. It appears that no stock assessment was planned by the IOTC for 

the year 2024.   

[Best available information] The National MSG found no instances relating to the state of 

fisheries resources, where information used by national authorities is clearly misleading, 

                                                           
64   Fishing mortality consistent with achieving Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY). MSY being the largest average 

catch or yield that can continuously be taken from a stock under existing environmental conditions. 
65   Spawning stock biomass (SSB) that provides the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) in fisheries management. 
66   https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Future-stock-assessment-programmes.pdf 
67  This information is also available on the IOTC website on the following link: 

https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/science/Schedule_of_stock_assessments_for_IOTC_species.pd
f 

68  https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/science/2025/Shedule_of_AssessmentE.pdf 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Future-stock-assessment-programmes.pdf
https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/science/Schedule_of_stock_assessments_for_IOTC_species.pdf
https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/science/Schedule_of_stock_assessments_for_IOTC_species.pdf
https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/science/2025/Shedule_of_AssessmentE.pdf
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or could be improved by considering alternative sources of information, such as studies 

by non-governmental organisations, the private sector or academic institutions. 

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding the state of marine fisheries resources in Seychelles:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-4_1 The SFA should annually update and publish a 

stock status summary, including for species 

under the management of the IOTC, along with 

a list of reports produced (with hyperlinks) that 

provide information on fish stocks and the 

sustainability of fishing.  

High Annually by the 

end of June 
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1.5  Large-Scale Fisheries 

1.5.1 Vessel Registry 

Transparency requirement Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must provide an online, up-to-date 

registry of all Seychelles-flagged and foreign-

flagged large-scale vessels authorised to fish in 

the country’s marine jurisdictional waters, and 

of all Seychelles-flagged large-scale vessels 

authorised to fish in third countries’ marine 

jurisdictional waters and on the High Seas, 

including the following information: 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

i. The name of the vessel Yes Yes Yes 

ii. The legal owner of the vessel, including 

their address and nationality 

Yes Yes Yes  

iii. The registered port of the vessel Yes Yes Yes  

iv. The flag State of the vessel Yes Yes Yes  

v. The vessel’s unique identification number(s)  Yes Yes  Yes 

vi. The type of vessel, according to fishing gear 

or fishing method, following the definition 

set in the country’s legislation 

Yes Yes Yes  

vii. The physical characteristics of the vessel, 

e.g. length, beam, tonnage, engine power 

Yes Yes Yes 

viii. The name of the vessel’s agent, if applicable Yes Yes Yes 

ix. The access agreement under which the 

vessel is granted authorisation to fish, if 

applicable 

Yes Yes Yes  

x. The type of fishing authorisation held by the 

vessel 

Yes Yes Yes  

xi. The quantity and names of target species, 

permissible by-catch and discards that the 

vessel is authorised to fish, if specified in 

the vessel’s fishing authorisation 

Yes Yes Yes 

xii. The duration of the fishing authorisation, 

indicating start and end date 

Yes Yes Yes  

xiii. The rights holder for whom the vessel is 

fishing, if applicable, including the name 

and nationality of the rights holder 

Yes Yes Yes 

xiv. The country and/or regions of the High Seas 

where the vessel is authorised to fish 

(applicable to Seychelles-flagged vessels 

operating in third countries or on the High 

Seas) 

Yes Yes Yes 
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The NMSG noted that the SFA updated its large-scale fisheries vessel registry for the year 2024 

and published it on its website in Excel format69. The vessel registry listed only vessels that were 

newly licensed in 2024 and did not include vessels that were licensed in 2023. The vessels that 

were licensed in 2023, but whose licenses extended to 2024 can be found in the 2023 vessel 

registry70 that was still available at the time that this report was completed.  

The registry contained 153 vessels and had fields for all attributes required by the FiTI Standard. 

The number and types of industrial vessels on the registry is summarised in the table below 

according to flag state.  

All 153 vessels on the registry had 12 of the 14 registry details required by the FiTI Standard for 

vessel registry. Information for Seychelles vessels on third countries or regions of the High Seas 

where the vessels were authorised to fish, and quantity and names of target species, permissible 

by-catch and discards that were not available in former vessel registries has now been added 

along with the quota for yellowfin and bigeye tuna.  

o third countries or regions of the High Seas where the vessels were authorised to fish: The 

vessel registry now has a column which identifies whether a vessel had permission to   

fish on the High Seas in FAO Area 51 and 57. There is also another column that lists all 

other countries where each Seychelles vessel was allowed to fish. The NMSG noted that 

permission to fish on the High Seas and third countries EEZ is provided through the 

Certificate of Authorisation, and that it was only the purse seiners that had permission 

to fish in third countries EEZs.  

 

o quantity and names of target species, permissible by-catch and discards: The 2024 large-

scale vessel registry included information on the quota that were available per vessel 

for big eye and yellowfin tuna. The vessel registry indicated that for 2024, each purse 

seiner had a quota of 2,553.8 Mt of yellowfin tuna and 551.3 t of bigeye tuna. It further 

indicated that the industrial longliners had a total quota of 3,377 Mt of yellowfin tuna 

and 4,564.65 Mt of bigeye tuna and that these quotas are allocated to the entire 

industrial longliner fleet and is distributed by the vessel’s agent71. In 2024, there were 

no limits set by the IOTC for the catch of skipjack and albacore tuna.  

 

A footnote at the bottom of the registry also stated that “There is no limit on permissible bycatch 

and discards for Seychelles flagged vessels.” The NMSG noted that fishing agreements in place 

                                                           
69  https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FLarge-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024-
2.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

70  https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-
content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-INDUSTRIAL-LARGE-SCALE-
FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

71 Agent in this case means the association that manages the industrial longline fleet fishing in Seychelles waters.  

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FLarge-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024-2.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FLarge-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024-2.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FLarge-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024-2.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-INDUSTRIAL-LARGE-SCALE-FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-INDUSTRIAL-LARGE-SCALE-FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-INDUSTRIAL-LARGE-SCALE-FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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required the Masters of fishing vessels to record the estimated live weight of each species 

caught and kept on board, or discarded into the sea, for each fishing operation on a daily basis. 

The number of large-scale fishing vessels licensed to fish in 2024 is also published by two other 

SFA sources: the 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report and the SFA FIMS. There were discrepancies 

in the number of vessels licensed between these three sources. A table is available in Appendix 

C, which highlights these discrepancies.    

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding Seychelles’ large-scale vessel registry:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-5_1 The SFA should annually update the large-scale 

fishing vessel registry and ensure that it is 

consistent with other sources of information 

from the Government on the number and types 

of fishing vessels that have been licensed to fish 

in Seychelles waters.  

High  Continual as 

new vessels are 

licensed. 

2024-5_2 SFA should ensure that large-scale fishing vessel 

registries are archived on its website for at least 

3 years after the end of the calendar year they 

represent.  

High Annually by the 

end of March. 
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1.5.2 Payments for fishing 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish accessible and complete information on payments made by each vessel 

listed in the vessel registry for their fishing activities  

i. The name of the natural person or legal 

entity that made the payment. 

Yes No No 

ii. The name of the national authority who 

received the payment. 

Yes Yes 

(online) 

Yes 

iii. The date on which payment was received by 

the national authority. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

iv. The purpose of the payment. Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

Given the economic importance of fisheries for Seychelles, the National MSG has outlined this 

simplified illustration of the various direct revenue sources provided to government by large-

scale fishing vessels: 

 

 

The SFA published the fishing licence payments made in 2024 by large-scale fishing vessel 

operators as part of the large-scale vessel registry, which is available on the SFA website.  

After analysis of the payment information contained in the registry, the NMSG made the 

following observations: 

o Complete licence payment information was available for all the 153 vessels that 

featured on the vessel registry. The payments were in all cases identified as 

license fees.  

o Payments were either made in USD or EURO and the total in SCR based on the 

actual amount that was paid in SFA’s Seychelles Rupee account is provided for 

each payment. The total for 2024 was SCR 102125,835.25 

o Payments made were for between 1 to 12 months of fishing opportunities.  

Sources of revenues for the government of Seychelles from large-scale fishing activities in 
Seychelles' waters

Financial contributions from foreign 
fishing access agreements

European 
Union 

Vessel licence fees Fisheries-related revenues

Additional catch (only 
EU)

Environmental fee 
(only EU)
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 Natural person or legal entity making payments: Information on the natural 

person or legal entity making payments (which would usually be the vessel’s foreign 

agent), for large-scale fishing activities in Seychelles’ waters was not captured for the year 

2024. As pointed out in previous reports, the name of the vessel’s local agent is on record 

as the payee in most cases instead of the foreign vessel agent or owner, who makes the 

payment. 

 Name of the national authority who received the payment: SFA is the national 

authority that usually receives payment for fishing license fees. This information for the 

year 2024 was included in the vessel registry. The SFA Audited Financial Statements for 

the year 2024 reported that the SFA collected SCR 56,730,006 as foreign fishing license 

fees and SCR 45,226,690 as license fees received in advance72. Payments for license fees 

are usually made in the SFA account at the Central Bank of Seychelles (CBS) via swift 

transfers. 

 Date on which payment is made: The date on which payments for fishing licenses 

were made is included as part of the large-scale vessel registry. The payment date was 

available for all payments that were made in 2024.  

 The purpose of the payment: The Accounts Section of SFA keeps a record of the 

purpose of payments made by vessels for fishing activities. The 2024 large-scale vessel 

registry identified these payments as payments for fishing licenses.  

Payments for additional catch cannot be published on a per vessel basis for EU vessels as 

per the terms of the EU/Seychelles Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement. The SFA 

Audited Financial Statements for the year 2024 indicated that for the year 2024 additional 

catch payment by EU vessels amounted to SCR 37,585,400. It also indicated that amounts 

received through sectoral support under the EU/Seychelles SFPA amounted to SCR 

36,999,750 and that payment of SCR 2,712,382 was made regarding seaman fishing 

protocol and SCR 3,287,782 for observers.  

Port fees are also not available on a per vessel basis to the fisheries authorities, as they 

reside with the Seychelles Port Authority – only aggregated data is transferred to SFA.73 

                                                           
72 As many vessels their license is from 1st January to 31st December, they usually make payment in the preceding 
year so that they can start fishing on the first day of the year.  
73  Transshipment and landing fees are collected at a rate of USD 4 per tonne by the Seychelles Port Authority. 
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No information was available for the year 2024 on the total of port fees collected from 

large-scale fishing vessels.  

The NMSG noted that payment of the environmental fee did not feature in the 2024 

Audited Financial Statements. 

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding payments from large-scale vessels for fishing activities:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-5_3 The SFA should annually provide a summary of 

financial payments received from large-scale 

fisheries and include the information on the 

FIMS. 

High  Annually by the 

end of March. 

2024-5_4 The SFA should include as part of the large-scale 

fishing vessel registry the name of the natural 

person or legal entity that made the payment 

for fishing licenses.  

High  June 2026 
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1.5.3 Recorded catch data 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish the following information from vessels listed in its vessel registry: 

i. Catches by Seychelles-flagged vessels: The 

quantity of annual recorded retained catch 

according to species or species groups, as 

well as marine jurisdictional waters, High 

Seas and third country waters 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 Disaggregated by fishing authorisations or 

gear type 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 Disaggregated by marine jurisdictional 

waters, High Seas and third country waters 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

ii. Catches by foreign-flagged vessels: The 

quantity of annual recorded retained catch 

according to species or species groups 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 Disaggregated by fishing authorisations or 

gear type 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 Disaggregated by flag State Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

iii. Landings in national ports: The quantity of 

annual recorded landings in national ports 

according to species or species groups 

caught in the country’s marine jurisdictional 

waters 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

 Disaggregated by fishing authorisations or 

gear type 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

 Disaggregated by flag State Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

iv. Trans-shipments and landings in foreign 

ports: The quantity of annual recorded 

transshipments at sea or landings in foreign 

ports according to species or species groups 

caught in the country’s marine jurisdictional 

waters 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

 Disaggregated by fishing authorisations or 

gear type 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

 Disaggregated by flag State Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

Seychelles must publish information on 

recorded quantities of discards according to 

species or species groups.  

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

 Disaggregated by fishing authorisations or 

gear type 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

 Disaggregated by flag State Yes Yes Partially 



 
 

31 

Seychelles’ Report to the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) – Detailed Section   | Calendar year: 2024 

(Online) 

Seychelles must publish the most recent studies 

and reports on recorded fishing effort by 

vessels, disaggregated by fishery or gear type 

and by flag state, if available. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Partially 

Seychelles must publish evaluations or audits of 

the economic, social and food security 

contribution of the large-scale fishing sector, if 

available. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

 Catches of Seychelles-flagged vessels: Data on retained catches made by active 

Seychelles-flagged large-scale fishing vessels for 2024 was available online, published in 

the Fisheries Statistical Report (2024). Catch data for the year 2024, for both the industrial 

purse seine and industrial longline fisheries targeting tuna and tuna-like species is based 

on 100% logbook return and is summarised below, disaggregated by species, marine 

jurisdictional waters, High Seas and third country waters, fulfilling the requirements of the 

FiTI Standard.74 

 

 Catches in  

Seychelles EEZ  

(Mt) 

Catches in  

foreign EEZs  

(Mt) 

Catches on the  

High Seas 

(Mt) 

Total catches 

(Mt) 

Species Purse 

seiners 

Long-

liners 

Purse 

seiners 

Long-

liners 

Purse 

seiners 

Long-

liners 

Purse 

seiners 

Long-liners 

Yellowfin 8,108 3,015.3 7,173 0 15,824 1,218.1 31,105 4,233.4 

Skipjack 13,156 0.0 26,275 0 37,261 0.0 76,692 0.0 

Bigeye 1,128 2,275.1 1,038 0 3,034 2,596.1 5,200 4,871.2 

Albacore75  42 0.0 2 0 2 0.0 46 0 

Swordfish 0 310.3 0 0 0 285.3 0 595.6 

Marlin 0 99.9 0 0 0 138.9 0 238.8 

Sharks 0 130.6 0 0 0 177.0 0 307.6 

Others  286 354.3 5174 0 1,642 1,005.6 2,445 1,359.9 

Total 22,720 6,185.3 35,006 0 57,762 5,421.0 115,488 11,606.3 

 Catches of foreign-flagged vessels: Data on retained catches made by active 

foreign-flagged large-scale fishing vessels for 2024 was available online, published in the 

                                                           
74  Note that figures have been rounded to the nearest Mt for the purse seine catch and to the nearest 0.1 t for 

longline catch.  
75 Albacore catch for longliners is included in “Others”. 
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Fisheries Statistical Report (2024). Catch data for the year 2024, for both the industrial 

purse seine and industrial longline fisheries targeting tuna and tuna-like species is based 

on 100% logbook return and is summarised below, disaggregated by species, marine 

jurisdictional waters, High Seas and third country waters, fulfilling the requirements of the 

FiTI Standard.76 Information on retained catch by foreign-flagged vessels for 2024 is also 

published on the FIMS (though in a less disaggregated format).  

o Purse seiner fishery: The catches made are summarised below (in Mt), 

disaggregated by species, flag State77 and geographical area78. In the 2024 

Fisheries Statistical Report the catch is further disaggregated by several other 

attributes including by month, quarter, semester, whether the catch has been 

made in free swimming school, is FAD associated or unidentified, and the 

agreement under which the access regime is defined (EU, others).  

For six flag states, catch data was published under "others" even though three 

countries (Mauritius, Korea and Oman) had more than one purse seiner each, 

which legally would have allowed catch data from their vessels to be grouped 

and published separately under their respective flags. 

Species 
Catches in 

Seychelles’ EEZ 

Catches in other 
EEZs & High Seas, 

calculated values79 

Total Western 
Indian Ocean 

catches 

Spanish-flagged vessels 

Yellowfin 12,604 28,641 41,245 

Skipjack 13,824 53,821 67,645 

Bigeye 1,989 6,326 8,315 

Albacore  1 6 7 

Others  256 1,103 1,359 

Spanish catch (Mt) 28,674 89,898 118,572 

France-flagged vessels 

Yellowfin 9,292 15,521 24,813 

Skipjack 15,159 26,483 41,642 

Bigeye 1,117 2,700 3,817 

Albacore  7 19 26 

Others  745 1,567 2,312 

French catch (Mt) 26,319 46,291 72,610 

                                                           
76  Note that figures have been rounded to the nearest Mt for the purse seine catch and to the nearest 0.1 t for 

longline catch.  
77  Spain and France only with catch made by the 9 vessels under six other flags grouped and published as 

“Others”. 
78  Differences between total catch and column sums where these arise are due to rounding off.  
79  Note that ‘Catches in other EEZs & High Seas’ is not published separately in the Fisheries Statistical Report 

and had to be calculated by subtracting Seychelles EEZ catch from Western Indian Ocean catch.  
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Other countries-flagged vessels80 

Yellowfin 5,618 13,356 18,974 

Skipjack 8,435 33,359 41,794 

Bigeye 1,417 4,191 5,608 

Albacore  0 2 2 

Others  146 1,150 1,296 

Others catch (Mt) 15,616 52,057 67,673 

Total catch (Mt) 70,609 188,246 258,855 

 

o Industrial longline fishery: The catches made are summarised below (in Mt), 

disaggregated by species, flag State81 and geographical area.  

Data on catches made by longliners under Mauritius (9 vessels) and Oman (3 

vessels) flags are published under "others," despite the SFA being legally allowed to 

group and publish each country's vessel data under their respective flags. 

 

 
Catches made in 

Seychelles’ EEZ 
Catches made in 

other EEZs & on the 
High Seas82 

Total Western 
Indian Ocean 

catches 

Taiwan (POC)-flagged vessels 

Yellowfin 2,706.2 141.80 2,848.0 

Bigeye 2,371.1 107.60 2,478.7 

Swordfish 427.7 23.00 450.7 

Marlin 173.8 9.30 183.1 

Sharks 414.5 15.00 429.5 

Others 644.8 25.10 669.9 

Taiwan (POC) catch 6,738.0 321.90 7,059.9 

Others--flagged vessels 

Yellowfin 1,142.3 56.30 1,198.6 

Bigeye 734.5 36.70 771.2 

Swordfish 74.8 2.20 77.0 

Marlin 23.9 1.60 25.5 

                                                           
80  Other countries flagged vessels include Mauritius: 3, Oman: 2, Italy: 1, Kenya: 1, South Korea: 1, and Tanzania: 

1 vessel.  
81  Taiwan POC only with 11 vessels under Mauritius flag and 3 vessels under Oman flag grouped and published 

together as “Others”.  
82  ‘Catches in other EEZs & High Seas’ for foreign-flagged vessels are not published separately in the Fisheries 

Statistical Report and had to be calculated by subtracting Seychelles EEZ catch from Western Indian Ocean 
catch.  
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Catches made in 

Seychelles’ EEZ 
Catches made in 

other EEZs & on the 
High Seas82 

Total Western 
Indian Ocean 

catches 

Sharks 3.3 0.10 3.4 

Others 90.1 4.10 94.2 

Others catch 2,068.9 100.90 2,169.8 

Total catch 8,806.9 422.80 9,229.7 

 Landings and transshipments in Seychelles’ ports: Data on landings and trans-

shipments in national ports from large-scale fisheries for 2024 is published in the 2024 

Fisheries Statistical Report.   

o Purse seine fishery: Total landing and trans-shipment in Port Victoria by purse seine 

vessels licenced to fish in Seychelles’ waters for 2024 is summarised below (in Mt), 

disaggregated by Flag State. For six flag states, landing and trans-shipment data are 

published under "others" even though three countries (Mauritius, Korea and Oman) 

have more than one purse seiner each, which legally allows the data from their 

vessels to be grouped and published separately under their respective flags. 

Flag State  Landings Transshipments Total 

Seychelles 22,966 90,647 113,613 

Spain 25,886 90,096 115,982 

France 31,019 29,710 60,729 

Others (Mauritius, Kenya, Korea, 
Italy, Oman, Tanzania) 

10,627 30,310 40,937 

Total  90,498 240,763 331,261 

As previously reported landing and transhipment data from the purse seine fishery 

cannot be disaggregated in a manner that allows catches made in Seychelles’ waters 

to be separated from those made in other national jurisdictions or on the High Seas 

since catches made in different locations are stored in the same wells and can 

therefore not be physically separated.  

Despite the practical challenges posed to data disaggregation, it is notable that the 

data set is further disaggregated by several other attributes, including:  

- month,  

- flag State (data is provided separately for the three main flag States (i.e. 

Seychelles, France and Spain), and grouped for the other three countries with 

smaller numbers of vessels (i.e. Kenya, Mauritius, South Korea, Italy, Oman 

and Tanzania), 
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- fish species (i.e. Yellowfin, Skipjack, Bigeye, Albacore, Mix species),  

- fish size categories (< 10kg and > 10kg for Yellowfin and Bigeye; < 1.8kg, 1.8- 

3.4 kg, > 3.4kg for Skipjack),  

- whether the landing is to reefer vessels, IOT or reefer containers,  

- the agreement under which the access regime is defined (national, European 

Union, Others, and discards).  

o Industrial longline fishery: Data on landings and transshipments made in 

Seychelles’ ports by industrial longliners are not published by the SFA even though 

the majority of data is collated by them. Landing and transshipment data for all 

industrial longliners licenced to fish in Seychelles’ waters is recorded on landing and 

transhipment forms, which are submitted to the MCS Division of SFA for verification 

prior to onward submission to the IOTC. The SFA has previously made known that 

their present statistical system does not capture transhipment and landing data for 

the longline fishery and therefore they are unable to validate logbook data 

submitted by vessel captains. The 2023 FiTI report mentions that the SFA had 

indicated that transhipment and landing by industrial longline fishing vessels in Port 

Victoria will be published starting 2024, but this did not feature in the 2024 Fisheries 

Statistical Report nor of the FIMS.  

 Landings and transshipments in foreign ports: Data on landings and 

transshipments in foreign ports by the large-scale sector for the year 2024 is published in 

the SFA’s 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report.   

Like landings and transshipments in national ports, the data for foreign ports are not 

disaggregated in a manner that allows catches made in Seychelles’ waters to be separated 

from those made in other national jurisdictions or on the High Seas.  

o Purse seine fishery: Published 2024 data indicates that a total of 22,443 Mt of fish 

caught by purse seiners licenced to fish in Seychelles’ waters were landed or 

transhipped in foreign ports in 2024. This equates to 6.35% of the catch that is made 

by purse seine vessels licenced to fish in Seychelles’ waters.  

Two foreign Indian Ocean ports were used in 2024 for landings and transshipments. 

These were Diego Suarez (Madagascar) and Port Louis (Mauritius) in order of 

volume landed. The 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report indicates that 1,720 Mt of fish 

were landed in three other ports that included Busan (South Korea), Abidjan (Ivory 

Coast) and Dakar (Senegal). In addition to the port, the data set is further 

disaggregated by several other attributes, including:  

- month, quarter, semester,  

- fish species (i.e. Yellowfin, Skipjack, Bigeye, Albacore, Mixed species), and  
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- discards.  

Published data on landings and transshipments in foreign ports is not disaggregated 

by flag State, even though this information is collated by SFA, as landings and 

transshipments in foreign ports are minimal compared to national ports.  

o Industrial longline fishery: Such data for 2024 has not been published by Seychelles’ 

authorities, even though the data is collated by SFA. The SFA indicates that their 

present statistical system does not capture transhipment and landing data for the 

longline fishery and therefore they are unable to validate logbook data submitted 

by vessel captains. SFA has indicated that they are using a new statistical software 

that will allow publication of transshipment and landings by longline fishery in 

foreign ports in the 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report. However, this did not 

materialise.  

 Discards: Data on fish discards for the year 2024 is published as part of the SFA’s 2024 

Fisheries Statistical Report.  

o Purse seine fishery: Published discard data shows that, in 2024, a total of 1,928 Mt 

of discards and 7,334 Mt of bycatch were unloaded in Port Victoria, and smaller 

amounts in the foreign ports of Diego Suarez, Madagascar and Port-Louis, 

Mauritius, by vessels licensed to fish in Seychelles waters. 

In addition to port information, this data set is further disaggregated by month, 

quarter, semester and year, but not by species or species groups (as required by the 

FiTI Standard). As has previously been communicated, it is not possible to publish 

discard data from the purse seine fishery disaggregated by species as this 

information is received by SFA in a non-disaggregated format.  

 

Port  Discards Bycatch  Total 

Port Victoria, Seychelles 1,928 7,334 9,262 

Diego Suarez, Madagascar 7 313 320 

Port Louis, Mauritius 99 34 133 

Others (South Korea, Abidjan and 
Dakar) 

25 0 25 

Total  2,059 7,681 9,740 

 

o Longline fishery: Published discard data for the longline fishery presents the 

number of discards rather than the volume but it is disaggregated by species: sharks 



 
 

37 

Seychelles’ Report to the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) – Detailed Section   | Calendar year: 2024 

(6 species/ species groups are listed83) and others (rays, mantas, etc). The number 

of interactions with seabirds and marine turtles are also published, but there is no 

mention of interactions with marine mammals and whale sharks. The data is further 

disaggregated by year and fate of the animal (alive, dead, or unknown).   

 

The MSG took note that discards of non-fish species are recorded by both the purse seine 

and industrial longline fishery and reported to the IOTC through the annual National 

Reports to the Commission’s Scientific Committee. For sharks, marine turtles, sea birds, 

and marine mammals, reports also include information on whether the animal is 

discarded alive or dead. The Seychelles National Report to the IOTC for the calendar year 

2024 was submitted in November 202484 and is published on the SFA website116.  

 

The National MSG also took note that by the time this report was being completed, the 

Seychelles’ authorities had not released the outcome of the project to verify the accuracy of 

discard information submitted by industrial longliners, as outlined in the 2020 and further 

discussed in the 2023 FiTI Reports.   

 Fishing effort: Data on fishing effort of Seychelles-flagged and foreign-flagged large-

scale vessels licensed to fish in Seychelles’ waters for the year 2024 is published in the 

SFA’s 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report. For both, the purse seine and industrial longline 

fishery, SFA collects and archives data on fishing effort by individual vessel. However, such 

data is not published on a per vessel basis. 

o Purse seine fishery: Data on fishing effort is published as days fished. Published data 

for 2024 indicates that purse seine vessels licenced to fish in Seychelles’ waters 

spent a total of 11,978 days fishing in the Western Indian Ocean, of which 3,960 

days were spent fishing within Seychelles’ EEZ.  

The following table summarises fishing effort of purse seiners licenced to fish in 

Seychelles’ waters for the year 2024, disaggregated by flag State and geographical 

area where fishing took place. 

 

 

Fishing effort (days fished) in… 

2024 2023 

… 

Seychelles

’ EEZ 

… other 

EEZs & the 

High Seas 

… the 

Western 

Indian 

… 

Seychelles

’ EEZ 

… other 

EEZs & the 

High Seas 

… the 

Western 

Indian 

                                                           
83 Blue shark, Mako sharks, Thresher sharks, Silky shark, Hammerhead sharks, Porbeagle shark. 
84 https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024/11/IOTC-2024-SC27-NR22E_Seychelles_0.pdf 

https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024/11/IOTC-2024-SC27-NR22E_Seychelles_0.pdf
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(calculate

d) 

Ocean 

region 

(calculate

d) 

Ocean 

region 

Seychelles 998 2,632 3,630 725 3,002 3,727 

Spain 1,076 2,341 3,417 856 2,908 3,764 

France  1,185 1,647 2,832 732 1,322 2,054 

Others85 701 1,398 2,099 524 1,257 1,781 

Total 3,960 8,018 11,978 2,837 8,489 11,326 

In addition to the above shown disaggregation, fishing effort was also disaggregated 

by other attributes, including:  

- month, quarter, semester, year, 

- the agreement under which the access regime is defined (European 

Community, others). 

o Industrial longline fishery: Fishing effort data is published as the number of hooks 

set. Published data indicates that the industrial longline vessels licenced to fish in 

Seychelles’ waters deployed over 54 million hooks in the Western Indian Ocean in 

2023, of which over 21.8 million were within Seychelles’ EEZ. 

The following table summarises fishing effort of industrial longline vessels licenced 

to fish in Seychelles’ waters in 2023, disaggregated by flag State and geographical 

area where fishing took place. 

 Fishing effort (hooks set) in … 

2024 2023 

… 

Seychelles’ 

EEZ 

… other EEZ 

& on the 

High Seas 

(calculated) 

… the 

Western 

Indian 

Ocean 

region 

… 

Seychelles’ 

EEZ 

… other EEZ 

& on the 

High Seas 

(calculated) 

… the 

Western 

Indian 

Ocean 

region 

Seychelles 8,454,742 11,146,707 19,601,449 5,552,944 14,549,493 20,102,437 

Taiwan (POC) 11,874,488 682,582 12,557,070 14,310,279 1,172,836 15,483,115 

Others  2,837,670 185,150 3,022,820 1,965,746 237,196 2,202,942 

Total 23,166,900 12,014,439 35,181,339 21,828,969 15,959,525 37,788,494 

In addition to the above shown disaggregation, fishing effort was also disaggregated 

by other attributes, including:  

                                                           
85  As six other countries (Mauritius, Korea, Kenya, Italy, Oman and Tanzania) have a total of 12 purse seiners 

among them, their effort data is combined and published under ‘Others’. 
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- month, quarter, semester, year, and  

- the agreement under which the access regime is defined (National, TTA, TFI, 

Others).  

 Evaluation or audits of the economic, social and food security contribution 

of the large-scale fishing sector: A study on the Development pathway options for 

the Seychelles tuna industry was finalised and submitted to the SFA in January 2024 as 

part of the process to prepare the National Tuna Fishery Management Plan (NTFMP) and 

the National Tuna Industry Development Framework (NTIDF). The study undertook a 

multi-criteria analysis of the existing tuna fishery access arrangements based on 13 

criteria, of which eight were economic or social in nature. The report of this study was 

circulated widely to stakeholders but has never been published by the Government of 

Seychelles. The NTIDF17 that was guided by the results of this study was however available 

for download on the SFA’s website.  

The NMSG noted that the report on the analysis of the financial dynamics of the 

Seychelles industrial longline fisheries documented in the 2023 FiTI report had not been 

finalised and published by the end of 2024. 

Data on the contribution of the fisheries industry to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for 

2024 is published by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) through the Quarterly 

National Accounts Bulletin Q4, 2024. 

[Best available information] The National MSG found no instances relating to the 

assessments of catches and information on by-catch/discards, as well as evaluations of 

social and economic impacts of Seychelles’ large-scale fisheries, where information used 

by national authorities is clearly misleading, or could be improved by considering 

alternative sources of information, such as studies by non-governmental organisations, 

the private sector or academic institutions.  
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Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding catches made by large-scale fisheries:  

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-5_5 The SFA must do its utmost to annually publish 

catch and effort information from the large-

scale fisheries with minimal delay after each 

year.   

High Annually by the 

end of June. 
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1.6  Small-Scale Fisheries 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish the following information on its small-scale fisheries sector (as set out in 

the national legislation): 

i. Total number of small-scale fishing vessels, 

disaggregated according to categories of 

fishing or gear types. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

ii. Total number of fishing licences issued to 

small-scale fishing vessels, disaggregated 

according to categories of fishing 

authorisations. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

iii. Total number of fishers engaged in the fishing 

sector, indicating the gender of fishers and the 

proportion that are engaged in full-time work, 

seasonal or part time fishing, occasional fishing 

or recreational fishing.  

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

No 

iv. Total payments made from small-scale 

fisheries relating to fishing authorisations, 

catches and landings, disaggregated according 

to categories of fishing authorisations or gear 

types, indicating the recipient of these 

payments.  

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Unknown 

v. Quantity of catches, disaggregated according 

to species, categories of fishing authorisations 

and gear types. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

vi. Total volumes of discards, disaggregated 

according to species, categories of fishing 

authorisations and gear types. 

No   

Seychelles must publish the most recent studies 

and reports on quantities and species of fish 

discarded by the small-scale fisheries sector, if 

available. 

Not applicable   

Seychelles must publish evaluations or audits of 

the economic, social and food security 

contribution of the small-scale fisheries sector, if 

available. 

Yes Yes Yes 

 

 Small-scale fishing vessels and fishing vessels licences: The SFA has published 

the small-scale vessel registries for the year 202386 and 202487  as two downloadable Excel 

                                                           
86  https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-SMALL-SCALE-FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 
87  https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FSmall-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-SMALL-SCALE-FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FLICENSED-SMALL-SCALE-FISHING_2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FSmall-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FSmall-Scale-fishery-Vessel-Registry-2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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documents on its website. The vessel registries list all the small-scale commercial fisheries 

vessels that were licensed to operate in the small-scale fisheries in those two years. The 

2023 fishing vessel registry lists the fishing vessels that were licensed in 2023. It contained 

610 vessels, including 550 artisanal vessels (counting 25 semi-industrial sea cucumber 

fishing vessels) and 60 semi-industrial longline vessels. All vessels in the 2023 small-scale 

vessel registry had licenses that extended into 2024.  

The 2024 small-scale fishing vessel registry list the fishing vessels that were licensed in 

2024. It contained 573 artisanal vessels and 67 semi-industrial longline vessels. In this 

report we concentrate on the 2024 registry and summarise the information below: 

o Artisanal fishery: 579 vessels are listed. Parameters provided for all vessels 

included: the vessel’s SZ number, class, type, length, license duration and validity 

period, fees paid, and the owner’s name and address. Out of the list, 191 vessels did 

not have a registered name. A breakdown according to gear type is not provided, as 

many boats in the small-scale fisheries are multi-geared. Vessel license was SCR 500 

per vessel.  

o Semi-industrial longline fishery: 67 vessels were listed. Parameters provided include 

the vessel’s name, SFA number, length, engine type, engine horsepower, license 

duration and validity period, fees paid, and the owner’s name and address. Vessel 

license was SCR 500 per vessel.  

o Semi-industrial sea cucumber fishery. 25 vessels were listed. Parameters provided 

include the vessel’s name, SFA number, sea cucumber fishery license number, 

vessel license number, license duration and validity period, fees paid, and the 

owner’s name and address. All vessels were also included in the artisanal vessel 

registry. Vessel license was SCR 7,000 per vessel.  

A separate registry was available for vessels authorised to undertake exploratory 

fishing for sea cucumbers in the Joint Management Area (JMA) of the Mascarene 

Plateau88. The NMSG noted that seven vessels were authorised to collect sea 

cucumber in the JMA in 2024, and that no fees were charged for this 

authorisation89.  

o Dropline fishery: Five vessels were licensed for the dropline fishery in 2024. 

Parameters provided include the vessel’s name, SFA number, length, engine type, 

engine horsepower, license duration and validity period, fees paid, and the owner’s 

name and address. Four of these vessels were also licensed to operate in the semi-

industrial longline fishery. There is no mention of dropline fishing activity license in 

the SFA 2024 Annual Report, and it is not known if an activity license is required for 

dropline fishing. Dropline fishery license fee was SCR 500 per vessel.  

                                                           
88  The JMA is an Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) area of about 396 000 km², found to the East and Southeast of 

the Seychelles EEZ for which Seychelles and Mauritius share joint jurisdiction.  
89  There were no fees in place for the exploratory sea cucumber fishery in the Joint Management Area in 2024.  
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o Net fishing activity licences: 57 net fishing licenses were issued in 2024, 33 for 

mackerel fishing, 12 for sardines and 12 for slipper lobsters. The registry included 

information net tag number, net material, license duration and validity period, fees 

paid, and the licensee’s name and address. Net license fee was SCR 100 per net. 

There was a discrepancy in the number of net fishing licenses issued published in 

the registry (57) and what is published in the SFA 2024 Annual report (54).  

o Spanner crab fishing activity licences: The spanner crab license registry listed 10 

spanner crab fishing activity licenses that were issued in 2024. The same number of 

licenses is reflected in the SFA 2024 Annual report. License fee is SCR 3,500 per 

vessels with up to 150 traps and SCR 5,000 for vessels with 150 – 350 traps.  

o Lobster fishing activity licences: There were no lobster fishing licenses issued in 

2024 because of declining stock as indicated by the 2024 lobster survey.  

 Fishers engaged in the small-scale fishing sector: The SFA has published on its 

website the list of boat owners and registered fishermen and divers in the small-scale 

fisheries for the year 202490. This information is summarised below for the last three 

years. The data is disaggregated by gender but not by the proportion that are engaged in 

full-time work, seasonal or part time fishing, occasional fishing or recreational fishing. The 

2022 Employment Study and Capacity Needs Assessment for the Fisheries Sector in 

Seychelles stated that Seychelles fisheries include a lot of informal employment and 

indicates high percentage of part-time and casual work in many fisheries sub-sector, 

particularly small-scale artisanal trap and line fishing and in the octopus fishery.    

 Male Female 

2024 2023 2022 2024 2023 2022 

Boat owner 55 54 57 32 27 37 

Boat owner fisher 381 269 324 3 3 4 

Fisher  424 381 414 8 6 5 

Divers  116 94 116 0 0 0 

Total 1,019 798 911 43 36 46 

 Payments made from the small-scale fishing sector: Payment information for 

small-scale fishing vessel license made to the SFA in 2024 is published as part of the small-

scale fishing vessel registry and is summarised below. A total of SCR 607,200.00 was 

reported to have been collected as local license fees.  

                                                           
90 https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FList-of-registered-Boat-Owners-and-Fishers-
2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FList-of-registered-Boat-Owners-and-Fishers-2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FList-of-registered-Boat-Owners-and-Fishers-2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F04%2FList-of-registered-Boat-Owners-and-Fishers-2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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License type  Payment received (SCR)  

Artisanal vessel license 287,500 

Semi-industrial longline vessel license 33,500.00 

Net fishing license 5,700.00 

Dropline fishing license 4,500.00 

Sea cucumber fishing license 175,000.00 

Spanner crab fishing license 41,000.00 

Sea cucumber processing license 60,000.00 

TOTAL 607,200.00 

The NMSG took note that a total revenue of SCR 883,600 is declared in the SFA’s Audited 

Financial Statements for 2024 and questioned the source of the unaccounted SCR 276,400 

and urged SFA to provide more details of license and registration fee payments in its 

future small-scale fishing vessel registry and annual reports.  

 Catches by the small-scale fishing sector: Information on catch made by the small-

scale fishing sector was published as part of the SFA’s 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report 

and is summarised below.   

o For the artisanal fishery, catch data is disaggregated according to 19 species, family 

or other groupings and by vessel type, month and gear type. Catch data include 17 

finfish, spanner crab (Ranina ranina) and octopus (predominantly Octopus cyanea 

with much lesser amount of O. vulgaris (Taylor, 2014).) Overall catch data is 

disaggregated by semester and year.  

o For the octopus fishery, the 2024 official catch was estimated at 50.1 Mt. The NMSG 

wishes to highlight a likely wide margin of error between reported and actual catch 

which might be due to several factors including: (1) the largely informal nature of 

the fishery, (2)a substantial recreational fishery component, and (3) fishers landing 

catch at several locations around the main islands, making it difficult for SFA’s Catch 

Assessment Survey to accurately capture and estimate.  

The NMSG used two SFA-published documents to illustrate this discrepancy. In 

2023, the SFA's Fisheries Statistical Report estimated octopus catch at 80.2 Mt. 

However, another SFA report from the same year estimated that hotel and 

restaurant purchases, alone, totalled 193 Mt, while imports in recent years have not 

exceeded 20 Mt. This suggests a significant portion of supply is unaccounted for in 

official statistics. A recent Octopus Fishery Socioeconomic Survey Report91 published 

during this FiTI report compilation found that:  

                                                           
91   https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Final-Octopus-Socioeconomic-Survey-Report.pdf 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Final-Octopus-Socioeconomic-Survey-Report.pdf
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- 30% of octopus fishers sell 50% or more of their catch directly to individual 

buyers  

- A further 30% sell 50% or more directly to fishmongers or retailers, who 

supply non-tourism establishments. 

This evidence suggests the actual octopus catch could be several times greater than 

official statistics indicate, rendering the published data incomplete.  

The same is true for the finfish fishery due to a large component of catch landed by 

the sports and recreational fishing sector that is not accounted for in official 

statistics. However, the sports and recreational fisheries are not considered as part 

of the small-scale fisheries.  

 

 2023 2024 

Catch (Mt) % Catch Catch (Mt) % Catch 

Barracuda 122.0 2.87 70.4 1.52 

Bonitos 32.4 0.76 23.8 0.51 
Emperor red 
snapper 

338.3 7.96 434.0 9.39 

Emperors 219.0 5.15 368.7 7.97 

Trevally 1,481.7 34.87 1,149.7 24.86 

Rabbitfishes 130.1 3.06 168.4 3.64 

Crab (spanner) 18.0 0.42 46.5 1.01 
Other mackerels 3.8 0.09 25.2 0.54 

Indian mackerel 296.7 6.98 317.0 6.86 
Sharks and rays 17.2 0.40 66.6 1.44 

Tuna 62.4 1.47 67.6 1.46 
Other groupers 157.8 3.71 295.9 6.40 
Brown-Spotted 
grouper 

62.1 1.46 77.9 1.68 

Jobfish 871.0 20.50 906.1 19.60 
Octopus 79.0 1.86 50.1 1.08 

Other trap fish 126.4 2.97 213.6 4.62 
Other pelagic fish  13.4 0.32 27.3 0.59 

Other snappers 192.6 4.53 299.0 6.47 

Other fish nei 25.2 0.59 16.5 0.36 
Total 4,249.3 100 4,624.1 100 

o For the lobster fishery there was no official catch for 2024 as the season was not 

opened. Available catch data for previous years when the season was opened is 

disaggregated by fishing season, species and fishing methods. 

 2022 2023 2024 

Catch (Mt) Catch (Mt) Catch (Mt) 

Panulirus penicillatus 1.50 2.22 0.00 

Panulirus longipes 0.50 1.00 0.00 
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Panulirus versicolor 0.04 0.07 0.00 

Panulirus ornatus 0.00 0.05 0.00 

Total 2.05 3.32 0.00 

o For the sea cucumber fishery, catch data for the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 seasons 

are published as part of the SFA’s Fisheries Statistical Report. Available data is 

disaggregated by fishing season and species. Five species were allowed to be landed 

in during the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 seasons. 

 

 2021/2022 
season 

2022/2023 
season 

2023/2024 
season 

2024/2025 
season 

Catch (No.) Catch (No.) Catch (No.) Catch (No.) 

Flower teatfish 209,618 194,390 202,823 151,364 

White teatfish 49,908 0 4,976 3,286 

Prickly redfish 30,140 26,925 30,024 29,331 

Black teatfish 0 0 529 657 

Golden sandfish  0 8,933 5,295 6,352 

Total 289,666 230,248 243,647 190,990 

o For the semi-industrial longline fishery, catch data for the year 2024 is published as 

part of the SFA’s 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report. Available data is based on 100% 

logbook return and is disaggregated by month, species (Yellowfin, Bigeye, Swordfish 

and sail fish) and species group (Marlins, Sharks, others). 

 

 2023 2024 

Catch (Mt) Catch 
(Mt) 

Catch (Mt) % Catch 

Yellowfin 2,376     93.7 1,853 88.2 

Bigeye 34 1.3 131 6.2 

Swordfish 60 2.4 51 2.4 

Sailfish 15 0.6 14 0.7 

Marlins 34 1.3 36 1.7 

Shark 10 0.4 12 0.6 

Others 7 0.3 5 0.2 
Total 2,536      100 2,102 100 

 Discards by the small-scale fishing sector: A statement published in the 2022 

Fisheries Statistical Report indicated that the government of Seychelles does not collect 

any statistics or publish studies on the species and volumes of fish discarded in the small-

scale sector. It states that there are no discards in the artisanal fishery as the fish that are 

not sold are used as bait or are kept for own consumption by the fishers. Fish not used as 
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bait or for human consumption are usually used as food for domestic animals.92 The 

NMSG was of the opinion that this was still the case for the year 2024.  

 Economic, social and food security contribution: No valuations or audits of the 

economic, social and food security contribution of the small-scale fisheries sector was 

published by the Government of Seychelles in 2024. However, the SFA and MFABE 

published three different studies that contributed to greater understanding of the 

economic, social and food security contribution of the sector. Some of these studies were 

completed in 2023 but were only made available online in 2024. These studies include:  

o Socio-economic impact assessment of the Mahé Plateau trap and line fishery co-

management plan93 

o A rapid assessment of the Seychelles octopus fishery value chain94 

o Determination of postharvest fish losses (PHFL) in Seychelles’ fisheries value 

chains95 

This adds to the growing body of studies published over the past five years, and 

documented in previous FiTI reports, that examine the economic, social and food security 

contributions of the small-scale fisheries sector. The GDP contributions of the fisheries 

sector for the year 2024 (though not disaggregated by sub-sector) is published by the 

government of Seychelles through the Q4 2024 Quarterly National Accounts Statistics96 

produced by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).  

[Best available information] The National MSG found no instances relating to Seychelles’ small-

scale fisheries, where information used by national authorities is clearly misleading, or could be 

improved by considering alternative sources of information, such as studies by non-

governmental organisations, the private sector or academic institutions. 

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding Seychelles’ small-scale fisheries sector: 

                                                           
92  The only group of species that is not kept at all, instead being immediately discarded right is the pufferfish 

(Tetraodontidae), due to its toxicity. 
93 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Socio-economic-impact-assessment-of-the-Mahe-plateau-
trap-and-line-fishery-co-management-plan.pdf 
94 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/A-rapid-assessment-of-the-Seychelles-octopus.pdf 
95 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MRAG_2023_PHFLSeychelles_FINAL.pdf 
96 https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1718-qna-2024-q4/viewdocument/1718 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Socio-economic-impact-assessment-of-the-Mahe-plateau-trap-and-line-fishery-co-management-plan.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Socio-economic-impact-assessment-of-the-Mahe-plateau-trap-and-line-fishery-co-management-plan.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/A-rapid-assessment-of-the-Seychelles-octopus.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MRAG_2023_PHFLSeychelles_FINAL.pdf
https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1718-qna-2024-q4/viewdocument/1718
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ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-6_1 The SFA should ensure that catch logbooks for 

the semi-industrial fishing fleet also has a 

section to include data on discards. 

Medium December 2026 

2024-6_2 SFA should have a separate section on its 

website or the FIMS for the publication of official 

data and reports and another one for the 

publication of reports that are done by other 

parties. 

High June 2026 

2024-6_3 The MFABE should prepare the required 

regulations for the permitting of recreational 

fishers. 

Medium June 2027 
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1.7  Post-Harvest Sector and Fish Trade 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish information on the post-harvest sector and fish trade: 

i. Total quantity of fish and fish products 

produced, disaggregated by species and fish 

products. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

No 

ii. The total quantity of imports of fish and fish 

products, disaggregated by species and fish 

products, indicating the country of their origin. 

Yes Yes 

(online) 

No 

iii. The total quantities of exports of fish and fish 

products, disaggregated by species and fish 

products, indicating the country of their 

destination. 

Yes Yes 

(online) 

Yes 

iv. The total number of people employed in 

commercial fisheries sectors, including the 

number of men and women working in specific 

sub-sectors. 

Yes Yes 

(online) 

No 

v. The total number of people employed in 

informal fisheries sectors, including the number 

of men and women working in specific sub-

sectors. 

Uncertain   

Seychelles must publish reports or studies on 

wages in the post-harvest sector, if available. 

Yes Yes 

(online) 

Yes 

 Total quantity of fish and fish products produced: The official total quantity of 

fish and fish products produced for the year 2024 is published as part of the Production 

Indicator Q4 2024 Statistical Bulletin97. The information provided (37,323 Mt) only 

accounts for canned tuna and by-products and smoked fish.  The SFA Annual Report used 

to provide greater details on the annual quantity of fish and fish products produced with 

time series, going back at least four years on artisanal, semi-industrial and sea cucumber 

catch and the production of canned tuna, smoked fish, fish meal and fish oil. However, 

the SFA 2024 Annual Report did not feature any information on the domestic production 

of fish and fish products. It is to be noted that domestic fish production indicator is grossly 

underestimated as it does not account for the catch made by Seychelles industrial fleet 
98. Total production from the quantity of fish and fish products produced could be 

calculated by summing the catch from all Seychelles vessels from all fishing sub-sectors 

added to production of canned tuna and by-products from IOT, and production of fresh 

                                                           
97  https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1702-production-bulletin-2024-q4/download 
98  In 2024, the total catch of Seychelles purse seiners was 115,488 Mt and longliners was 11,606 Mt. 

https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1702-production-bulletin-2024-q4/download
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and frozen fish products from all fish processors, including those processing sea 

cucumbers and shark fins.  

The last detailed account of domestic fish and fish products production is from the SFA 

2023 Annual Report99. For that year, total production was 54,833 Mt, which is different 

from what is provided in the Production Indicator Q4 2023 Statistical Bulletin100. The 

limited information provided for the year 2024, as well as previous years is not 

disaggregated by individual species as multiple species can be used to make the same 

product.  

 Imports of fish and fish products: The total quantity of imports of fish and fish 

products for 2024 is published online by the Seychelles Government in three sources with 

different levels of disaggregation.    

o The total amount of imports of fish and fish products is published as part of the 

Merchandise Trade 2024 Q4 Statistical Bulletin of the NBS.101 This bulletin only 

refers to the total monetary value of imports (SCR 1,981.6 million) for a group of 

items classed as “fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates” 

The published data is only disaggregated by quarter but not by weight, species or 

country of origin of the imports. According to data from this source in 2024 the 

Seychelles imported SCR 1,848 million of fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other 

aquatic invertebrates. 

o The SFA’s 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report published data disaggregated by 

semester, quarter, month, country of origin, weight (t), import value (SCR) and by 

eight broad groupings.102 It also contained data on imports of unprocessed fish 

products disaggregated by semester, quarter, month, weight (t), import value (SCR) 

and eight species or species groups.103 According to data from this source in 2024 

the Seychelles imported 69,936 Mt of fish and fish products costing SCR 1,867 

million, from 28 countries. 

 

o The SFA FIMS publishes import data that is only disaggregated by value (SCR) and 

by country of origin. According to data from this source in 2024, the Seychelles 

                                                           
99  https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/SFA-Anuual-Report-2023.pdf 
100  https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1545-production-statistics-narrative-q4-2023-finalv1/download . In the 

Production Indicator Q4 2023 Statistical Bulletin domestic production of fish and fish products is only 
provided for canned tuna, smoked fish and semi-industrial fish catch. 

101  https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1725-merchandise-trade-q4-2024/viewdocument/1725 
102  The eight broad groupings for published imports data include: fresh and frozen fish, canned, crustaceans, 

“molluscs; oysters”, “fish dried; smoked, salted or in brine”, fish meal, fish oil and fat, and “others”. 
103  The eight species or species groups include: tuna and tuna-like species, salmon, cod-like fish, small pelagics, 

crustaceans, molluscs, cephalopods and “others”. 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/SFA-Anuual-Report-2023.pdf
https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1545-production-statistics-narrative-q4-2023-finalv1/download
https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/1725-merchandise-trade-q4-2024/viewdocument/1725
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imported 69,634 Mt of fish and fish products from 30 different countries for a total 

value of SCR 1,866 million (rounded off).    

The NMSG noticed some small discrepancies, primarily between the data contained 

from the three sources, including in two sources from the same organisation.  

 

Import data for 2023 in the FIMS is disaggregated by country of origin, weight in kg and 

value in SCR. The import data can be downloaded as a csv or Excel file. Total calculated 

import weight for the year 2023 was 66,097 Mt. In 2023, a total of 40,381 Mt. of frozen 

fish was landed in Port Victoria by foreign-flagged purse seiners, mostly destined for the 

tuna canning factory. The draft SFA 2024 Annual Report did not contain any information 

on the imports of fish and fish products as did the ones for the previous years. 

 Exports of fish and fish products: Similarly, the total quantity of exports of fish and 

fish products for 2024 is published online by the Seychelles Government in three sources 

with different levels of disaggregation.    

o The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) Merchandise Trade 2024 Q4 Statistical 

Bulletin reports on export data disaggregated by Harmonized System Codes and 

export value in Seychelles Rupees. While the bulletin provides quantity data in tons 

for each product category per quarter, this information is not broken down by 

destination country. The published data categorizes exports into five main groups 

as shown below104 and identifies specific destination countries. However, the NBS 

appears to have maintained a fixed list of primary destination countries from the 

bulletin's inception, and groups all remaining countries under "Others". In 2024, 

71.3% of fresh and frozen fish, 11.0% of canned tuna and 77.8% of fish meal were 

exported to countries grouped under "others" in the Bulletin. This mask the 

importance of some of the most important destinations for the exports of 

Seychelles’ fish and fish products. The NBS' published export data is not 

disaggregated to species level.105   

 

o The SFA’s 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report published export data for the year 2024 

disaggregated according to the five categories used in the Merchandise Trade 

Bulletin but with an additional category for “others”. The data is disaggregated by 

semester, quarter, month, weight in tons, and monetary value in Seychelles Rupees, 

and by 46 countries. It also contained data on exports of fresh and frozen fish 

                                                           
104  Data on the total quantity of exports is available as an annual sum for the five categories. The total monetary 

value of export (in SCR) is provided as an annual sum, as well as per quarter. The monetary value of exports 
broken down for some of the most important export destination countries is also published (see below). 

105  The National MSG assumes that data for species groups could be available from records kept as part of the 
issuance of phytosanitary certificates (all exports) by the Fish Inspection and Quality Control Unit of the 
Seychelles Bureau of Standards, as well as catch certificates (exports above 20 kg) issued by SFA. However, 
this information is not published and was not reconciled as part of this FiTI Report. 
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products from local processing plants disaggregated by semester, quarter, month, 

weight (t), export value (SCR) and eight species or species groups.106   

 

o The SFA FIMS publishes export data similar to what is in the 2024 Fisheries Statistical 

Report but disaggregated only by destination country, weight in tons, and monetary 

value in Seychelles Rupees but not by types of products.  

The NMSG noticed some small discrepancies, primarily between the data contained in 

the Merchandise Trade Bulletin and those published in the 2024 Fisheries Statistical 

Report. 

During this FiTI report preparation process, data on the export of dry shark fins collected 

as part of the CITES certificate issuance process was made available by the Department 

of Environment and is included in Appendix C. The total export of 3,395.3 kg is close to 

the 5,334 kg exported in 2024 for a value of US$ 413,377, according to the UN Comtrade 

database107. 

 

 Export country  Export value 2024 
(SCR '000) 

Export value 
2023 (SCR '000) 

Fresh and frozen fish 

Sri Lanka  492  3,734 

Reunion  1,165  437 

UK  22,984  29,942 

Russian Federation  1,038  0 

France  10,722  3,022 

USA  17,599  24,338 

Spain  14,818  41,939 

Others  210,820  234,739 

Sub-total  279,641  338,151 

Canned tuna 

France  1,322,598  1,700,507 

Italy  681,406  558,146 

UK  1,070,437  694,194 

Germany  131,699  328,512 

Others  610,889  219,898 

Sub-total  3,817,026  3,501,257 

Fish oil and fats Switzerland 0 0 

                                                           
106  The eight species and species groups include: skipjack, yellowfin tuna, big eye tuna, albacore, swordfish, small 

pelagics, sharks, and “others”. 
107 

https://comtradeplus.un.org/TradeFlow?Frequency=A&Flows=X&CommodityCodes=030571&Partners=344&
Reporters=690&period=2024&AggregateBy=none&BreakdownMode=plus 

https://comtradeplus.un.org/TradeFlow?Frequency=A&Flows=X&CommodityCodes=030571&Partners=344&Reporters=690&period=2024&AggregateBy=none&BreakdownMode=plus
https://comtradeplus.un.org/TradeFlow?Frequency=A&Flows=X&CommodityCodes=030571&Partners=344&Reporters=690&period=2024&AggregateBy=none&BreakdownMode=plus
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 Export country  Export value 2024 
(SCR '000) 

Export value 
2023 (SCR '000) 

Iceland  28,186  14,017 

Australia  2,407  0 

Others  6,402  30,623 

Sub-total  36,993  44,643 

Fish meal Australia  18,661  9,718 

Ghana  0 0 

Japan  7,137  35,334 

Sri Lanka  2,184  329 

Others  113,510  58,109 

Sub-total  141,493  103,493 

Sea cucumber Hong Kong  56,140  68,613 

Others   2,372  0 

Sub-total  56,140  68,613 

Grand total 
 

 4,331,293   4,056,157 

 Employment in commercial fisheries sector: No new estimates of the number of 

people employed in Seychelles’ commercial fisheries sectors, including the number of 

men and women working in specific sub-sectors, was published for the year 2024. The 

NBS usually publish employment figures as part of its quarterly Employment and Earnings 

Bulletin108. However, for the year 2024, none of the quarterly employment bulletins were 

published. The latest available official figures are published as part of the Employment 

and Earnings Bulletin Q4 of 2023. Employment figures for the fisheries sector are merged 

with those for the agriculture and forestry sectors and was given as an annual average of 

599 individuals employed in 2023. It has been discussed in several previous FiTI reports 

that the official figures are grossly underestimated.  

Several technical reports have recently been published that have estimated the number 

of employments in some fisheries sub-sectors. These technical reports include:  

 
o Employment Study and Capacity Needs Assessment for the Fisheries Sector in 

Seychelles (2022)109. This is the most comprehensive study undertaken to date in 

the Seychelles on employment, salaries and wages in the fisheries sector. It 

documented 5,282 individuals in the fisheries and related sub-sectors, of which 

1,278 were from the artisanal sub-sector, 132 from semi-industrial longline fishery 

                                                           
108 https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/38-economic-statistics/11-employment-earnings 
109 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/06.Employment-Study-5.pdf 

https://www.nbs.gov.sc/downloads/38-economic-statistics/11-employment-earnings
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/06.Employment-Study-5.pdf
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sub-sector, 130 from invertebrates’ fisheries sub-sector and 5 from the aquaculture 

sub-sector. A total of 3,494 individuals were reported from the non-fishing sub-

sectors, the majority (1,748) from the processing sector. 

 

o Baseline socio-economic study of semi-industrial longline fleet (2022)110 

Documented that about 20% of the crew employed were Seychellois.  

 

o Assessment of the Economic and Social Importance of Seychelles’ Sport and 

Recreational Fishery (2022)111 estimated that the sports and recreational fishery 

may account for approximately 1,153 jobs.  

 

o Economic Impact of the Seychelles Sea Cucumber Fishery and Industry (2021) 112 It 

documented 118 locals being employed in the sea cucumber industry of which 25 

jobs were in processing.  

 

o Employment and Prospect in the Industrial tuna Fishery Sector of the Republic of 

Seychelles (2018) produced by the Blue Economy Department113. It documented 

that in the first half of 2018 there were about 6,900 people (including both full-time 

and part-time) employed in industrial tuna fishery and this comprised of 72% males 

and 28% females.  

 

The Seychelles 2023 report to FiTI documents that for the year 2023, out of a total of 

2,268 persons employed in the International Trade Zone (ITZ), 2,177 or 96% worked in 

fisheries and fisheries-related businesses. There are however no officially published 

report by the Government of Seychelles or any of its agencies that provide details on ITZ 

employment for the year 2024 nor any previous years that the NMSG was aware of.  

 Employment in informal fisheries sectors: No employment information for the 

informal fisheries sector is collated by the Seychelles’ government. During the 2021 FiTI 

reporting process, the MFABE confirmed the existence of an informal fisheries sector in 

Seychelles, particularly where it concerns fish mongers114 and the octopus’ fishery. This 

statement has appeared in the 2021 FiTI Report but by the end of 2024 the data had not 

yet been published on any government website. In 2021, the SFA was given the 

responsibility to issue an official statement on the existence of an informal fishing sector 

to fulfil Recommendation 2019-7_3, which remains only partially implemented by the 

                                                           
110 https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Baseline-socio-economic-study-of-the-semi-industrial-longline-
fleet_Final-report.pdf 
111 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/5.2.Final-Technical-Report-4.pdf 
112 https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Economic-Impact-of-the-Seychelles-Sea-Cucumber-Fishery-and-
Industry_Fisheries-Economics_Final.pdf 
113 https://www.mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Blue-Economy-Employment-Report-1.pdf 
114  In Seychelles, fish mongers do not require a licence to conduct business.  

https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Baseline-socio-economic-study-of-the-semi-industrial-longline-fleet_Final-report.pdf
https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Baseline-socio-economic-study-of-the-semi-industrial-longline-fleet_Final-report.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/5.2.Final-Technical-Report-4.pdf
https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Economic-Impact-of-the-Seychelles-Sea-Cucumber-Fishery-and-Industry_Fisheries-Economics_Final.pdf
https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Economic-Impact-of-the-Seychelles-Sea-Cucumber-Fishery-and-Industry_Fisheries-Economics_Final.pdf
https://www.mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Blue-Economy-Employment-Report-1.pdf
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time this report was being completed. The 2022 Employment Study and Capacity Needs 

Assessment for the Fisheries Sector in Seychelles stated that Seychelles fisheries includes 

a lot of informal employment and indicates high percentage of part-time and casual work 

in many fisheries sub-sector, particularly small-scale artisanal trap and line fishing and in 

the octopus fishery.    

 Wages in the post-harvest sector: Information on wages in the post-harvest sector 

is not collated by the Seychelles Government and only the Employment Study and 

Capacity Needs Assessment for the Fisheries Sector in Seychelles (2022) provided 

information on this topic. It is however not easy to extract information from this report 

as a lot of data is presented to highlight differences between the “fisher sub-sectors” and 

“non-fisher sub-sectors”. The report makes several interesting observations on wages in 

the post -harvest sector, as follows:  

o Seychellois workers in the highest wage band were found in the fish processing 

sub-sectors.  

o Non-fisher sub-sector female and male distribution across wage bands was 

broadly similar. 

o Within the non-fisher sub-sector, the shift in wage bands with increasing age is 

less prominent. 

o The large numbers of foreign workers in the non-fishing sub-sectors represent the 

large numbers of workers brought in to work in the processing and associated sub-

sectors.  

The NMSG observed that information on wages in the formal post-harvest sector, and 

other fisheries sectors, must be available from the Seychelles Revenue Commission (SRC) 

since all formal employers need to make monthly social security payment declarations 

with the SRC on a monthly basis but that before this information could be collated there 

is a need to identify the employers falling in the different sub-sectors.    

 

[Best available information] The National MSG found the information on employment in 

the commercial fisheries sector published in the Employment and Earnings Bulletin to be 

grossly underestimated. This is based on several technical studies published within the 

last 5 years which has documented the number of employments in several fisheries sub-

sectors. Information on employment in the commercial fisheries sub-sectors could be 

improved by collating and publishing the employment information contained in the 

above-mentioned technical studies and from employment records from the Seychelles 

Revenue Commission (SRC). 
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Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding the post-harvest sector and fish trade in Seychelles: 

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-7_1 The Seychelles should strengthen the regulations 

concerning post-harvest and trade in fish and 

fisheries products to make it a requirement for 

businesses to submit production and export data 

to the Government.     

High June 2027 

2024-7_2 The Seychelles should annually publish data on 

the export of shark fins. 

Medium December 2026 

2024-7_3 The NMSG should organise meetings with 

organisations that hold relevant data or have 

responsibility for data publication, to identify 

methods for using and publishing data for the 

post-harvest and fish trade sector in accordance 

with FiTI requirements. 

High  June 2026 

2024-7_4 The MFABE in collaboration with the SFA should 

annually collate and publish data on wages in 

the post-harvest sector. 

High  December 2026 
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1.8 Fisheries Law Enforcement 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish the following information relating to fisheries law enforcement: 

i. The national activities and strategies used for 

ensuring compliance of fishing vessels and 

the post-harvest sector with national 

legislation.  

Yes Yes No 

ii. The financial and human resources deployed 

by the government to ensure compliance 

with national legislation. 

Yes Yes No 

iii. The total numbers of inspections of fishing 

vessels at sea and in ports. 

Yes Yes Yes 

Seychelles must publish an up-to-date record of 

convictions for major offences in the fisheries 

sector (of the last five years), indicating the 

name of the company or vessel owner, the 

nature of the offence and the penalty imposed. 

Yes Yes No 

 Activities and strategies for ensuring compliance: National activities undertaken 

by the SFA in 2024 for ensuring compliance of fishing vessels and the post-harvest sector 

with national legislation are summarised in the SFA 2024 Annual Report115. The report 

provides detail on the number of different licenses issued and the different types of 

patrols and inspections undertaken and infractions recorded. During the preparation of 

this FiTI report, the SFA also published on its website The IOTC’s Compliance Reports for 

the Seychelles116 issued over the last decade.  

The SFA website provides information about the different units within its Monitoring, 

Control and Surveillance Department117, responsible for ensuring compliance in the 

harvest sectors, and in its Product Development & Quality Assurance Department118, 

responsible for providing guidance to the fisheries post-harvest sector.  

The NMSG observed that under existing legislation, the SFA lacks authority to enforce 

regulations and monitor compliance within the post-harvest sector, but that MCS staff 

does undertake inspections of post-harvest facilities. Legally, these responsibilities are 

divided between two agencies: the Public Health Authority (PHA), which oversees 

environmental health matters including inspections of fish-processing facilities and 

certification for domestic market operations, and the Fish Inspection and Quality Control 

Unit (FICQU) under the Seychelles Bureau of Standards (SBS), which handles compliance 

                                                           
115 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/annual-report-2024_v27102025_final_online-version.pdf 
116 https://www.sfa.sc/2025/11/19/international-bodies-2/ 
117 https://www.sfa.sc/monitoring-control-surveillance/ 
118 https://www.sfa.sc/product-development-quality-assurance/ 

https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/annual-report-2024_v27102025_final_online-version.pdf
https://www.sfa.sc/2025/11/19/international-bodies-2/
https://www.sfa.sc/monitoring-control-surveillance/
https://www.sfa.sc/product-development-quality-assurance/
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for export-focused post-harvest activities. Neither the SBS119  nor PHA120 websites 

contained information about national compliance strategies or enforcement activities in 

the fisheries post-harvest sector, and no SBS and PHA Annual Reports were available 

online for consultation. 

By the end of 2024, the Seychelles had not published an overall strategy for fisheries law 

enforcement in the harvest and post-harvest sub-sectors. The NMSG noted that during 

that same year the SFA completed the preparation of its “National Plan of Action to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unregulated & Unreported Fishing (NPOA-IUU)” with 

financial support from the EcoFISH project121. The NPOA-IUU was based on extensive 

consultations with stakeholders and contained 79 measures in 21 categories for 

addressing identified gaps. It has not yet been published on the SFA website or endorsed 

by the ministry responsible for fisheries, which is required before it can be submitted to 

the Cabinet of Ministers for approval to begin implementation.  

There are several compliance and policy instruments that provide strategic guidance on 

fisheries compliance. These were detailed in the 2019 FiTI report and remained unchanged 

in 2024, except for the Fisheries Comprehensive Plan (2019), which reached the end of its 

implementation period at the end of 2023.  

 Financial and human resources deployed to ensure compliance: The NMSG 

found that no consolidated information on the financial and human resources deployed 

by all relevant national authorities122 to ensure compliance with national fisheries 

legislation was available for the year 2024. As part of the 2020 FiTI reporting process, the 

SFA informed the NMSG that it had already initiated discussions with the National 

Information Sharing and Coordination Centre (NISCC) and the Seychelles Coast Guard 

(SCG) to gather this information and better coordinate their enforcement activities, 

including through training activities. SFA had pledged to publish this information for the 

year 2022 by early 2023, but this was still pending in 2024 as the data was not collated.  

While consolidated financial information was not available for all relevant national 

authorities, the SFA had published the expenditures made in 2024 to ensure compliance 

as part of its Audited Financial Statements123 and 2024 Annual Report115 available for 

download on its website. This came to SCR 10,368,605 and did not include the salaries 

                                                           
119 https://sbs.sc/ 
120 https://www.health.gov.sc/public-health-authority/ 
121 https://ecofish-programme.org/ 
122  For example, SFA, Fish Inspection and Quality Control Unit, Seychelles Coast Guard, Air Force, and 

Environmental Health Section. 
123 https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/SFA-Audited-Financial-Statements-2024.pdf 

https://sbs.sc/
https://www.health.gov.sc/public-health-authority/
https://ecofish-programme.org/
https://www.sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/SFA-Audited-Financial-Statements-2024.pdf
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and wages of employed staff124. The SFA has not officially published any information on 

the human resources deployed in 2024 to ensure compliance. However, information 

shared with the FiTI report compiler indicated that in 2024 the MCS Department had 38 

staff members and the Legal Unit had two.  

 Inspections at sea and in ports: Inspections data are included in the SFA 2024 Annual 

Report. Information on patrols and inspection from the report is summarised below. In 

November 2024, the SFA introduced a new patrol vessel (Surveillance 2) to its fleet to 

enhance its coastal patrols and inspections.  

Types of inspections and patrols Number 

Air patrols (hr) 2.22 hr 

Sea patrols (No.) 15 

Coastal patrols (No.) 43 

Land patrols (No.) 60 

Post-harvest inspections (No.) 334 

Market Inspection (District) (No.) 49 

Artisanal Landings (District) inspections (No.) 22 

Semi – Industrial (Bag Limit) inspections (No.) 54 

Sport fishing vessel inspections (No.) 3 

Foreign vessels inspections 31 

 Record of convictions and major offences125: A record of convictions of major 

offences in the fishing sector during 2024 has not been published by the SFA. The SFA 

2024 Annual Report mentioned that in 2024, several foreign vessels suspected of IUU 

activities were apprehended and prosecuted and that enforcement actions included 

seizure of vessels, fines, and forfeiture of equipment and catch, but no further details 

were provided on the number of vessels involved and their flag states.  

The SFA website contains a document with the list of vessels apprehended for IUU 

fishing126. However, this list is outdated and only covers the year 2020 to 2023. The 

document provides the names of vessels apprehended, the flag state and the outcome of 

the court cases. It also provides a list of fishing offences committed by local vessels 

                                                           
124 Salaries and wages of staff for the year 2024 is available in the SFA 2024 Annual Report but is not 
disaggregated by department.  
125  As offences were only scarcely published by SFA, the National MSG did not define the term ‘major offenses’ 

for this FiTI reporting process. 
126 https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Convictions-and-major-offences-in-the-fishing-sector-2020-

2023.pdf 

https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Convictions-and-major-offences-in-the-fishing-sector-2020-2023.pdf
https://sfa.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Convictions-and-major-offences-in-the-fishing-sector-2020-2023.pdf
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recorded between 2020 and 2023, and the enforcement actions taken by the SFA. No 

details were provided on the owner of the vessel involved in the incident or the date it 

occurred. This list is not searchable on the SFA website but can be searched using a 

separate search engine.  

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding law enforcement in Seychelles’ fisheries sector: 

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-8_1 The SFA should get endorsement and approval 

from the MFABE for the implementation of the 

National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and 

Eliminate Illegal, Unregulated & Unreported 

Fishing, publish it and start its implementation.   

High  March 2026 

2024-8_2 The SFA should annually compile and publish 

data from other agencies (e.g. the Coast Guard, 

Customs, Police) on the financial and human 

resources deployed by the government to ensure 

compliance with national fisheries legislations. 

High  December 2027 

2024-8_3 The SFA should update and publish the list of 

major convictions for offences in the fisheries 

sector over the last five years indicating the 

name of the company or vessel owner, the 

nature of the offence and the penalty imposed. 

High  March 2026 
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1.9  Labour Standards  

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish a summary description 

of national laws on labour standards applicable 

to national and foreign workers employed in the 

fishing sector at sea and in the post-harvest 

fisheries sector. 

Yes Yes No 

Seychelles must publish the following information relating to the enforcement of labour 

standards: 

i.  The public authorities responsible for 

monitoring and enforcing laws on labour 

standards. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

ii.  Documents, including policy statements and 

evaluations, regarding a national strategy, if 

applicable, or related activities for enforcing 

the laws on labour standards in the fisheries 

sector, including total figures on the financial 

and human resources deployed by the 

government. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

iii. The role and legal standing of anybody that 

has a governmental mandate to receive 

labour-related complaints from workers in 

the fishing sector and in the post-harvest 

sector. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

iv. The total number of offences committed by 

employers in the fisheries sector that have 

been resolved by the authorities. 

Yes Yes  

(FiTI Report) 

Unknown 

 Summary description of national laws on labour standards: The summary of 

Seychelles’ laws on labour standards, applicable to national and foreign workers 

employed in Seychelles, based on the Employment Act 1995, is still available on the 

Employment Department’s website127. The NMSG once again took note that the 

Employment Act 1995 does not apply to employees working in Seychelles International 

Trade Zones (ITZs) whose employment is regulated by the International Trade Zone 

(Employment) Regulations 1997 and the ITZ (Conditions of Employment) Order. 

Regulation of employment within the ITZs falls under the mandate of the Financial 

Services Authority Seychelles (FSA)128. By the end of 2024, a summary description of 

national laws and labour standards covering ITZ employees had not been published. 

                                                           
127 https://www.employment.gov.sc/component/edocman/employment-legislation-presentation-

2023/download?Itemid= 
128 https://fsaseychelles.sc/ 

https://www.employment.gov.sc/component/edocman/employment-legislation-presentation-2023/download?Itemid=
https://www.employment.gov.sc/component/edocman/employment-legislation-presentation-2023/download?Itemid=
https://fsaseychelles.sc/
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Recommendation 2020-9_1 for the government to work towards the domestication of 

the ILO Work in Fishing Convention by December 2024 had also not been implemented.  

 Enforcement of labour standards: The Ministry of Employment and Social Affairs 

(MESA) is responsible for monitoring and enforcing laws on labour standards in the 

fisheries sector in Seychelles (as well as in other sectors). A statement to that effect is 

clearly published on the information page related to the Labour Relation Division of the 

MESA129, but not yet on the website of MFABE or SFA.  

The ITZ (Employment) Regulation 1997 provides for the FSA to administer labour laws in 

the ITZ sector, however by the end of 2024 no further information was provided on 

neither the MESA130 nor FSA128 website. 

 Documents, including policy statements and evaluations, regarding a 

national strategy, if applicable, or related activities for enforcing the laws 

on labour standards in the fisheries sector: There are three main national policy 

and strategy documents on Seychelles laws and labour standards, which applies to all 

sectors in the Seychelles, including fisheries. All three documents131 are published on the 

website of MESA, namely: 

o The National Employment Policy and Strategies (2014) 

o National Occupational Safety and Health Policy (2017)  

o Seychelles National Labour Migration Policy (2019)  

The Seychelles Fisheries Sector Policy and Strategy 2019 also has a policy statement 

(Policy Statement No. 7) that addresses Employment, training, resourcing and human 

resource development. The statement states that “The Government will promote and 

implement good practices relating to labour (i.e., ILO Work in Fishing Convention and 

Work in Fishing Recommendation, 2007 (No. 199)) and working conditions on vessels 

registered and flying the Seychelles flag, on the entire Seychelles fleet, including industrial 

longliners in particular.’ By the end of 2024 the Seychelles had not ratified the Work in 

Fishing Convention, 2007 (No. 188).  

For the year 2024, MESA reported that it has 12 inspectors enforcing labour standards 

across all sectors of the economy, including fisheries. The budget132 of the Labour 

                                                           
129  http://www.employment.gov.sc/labour-relation-division  
130 https://www.employment.gov.sc/ 
131 https://www.employment.gov.sc/e-library/policies 
132  The budget is published as part of the 2024 BUDGET: Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the Fiscal 

Year Ending 31st December 2024 Part 2. Published by the Ministry of Finance, National Planning and Trade 

http://www.employment.gov.sc/labour-relation-division
https://www.employment.gov.sc/
https://www.employment.gov.sc/e-library/policies
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Protection Programme133 for 2024 was SCR 9,841,000, of which over 86.5% went towards 

wages and salaries of staff.  

In 2024, no evaluations were conducted or published on national policies, strategies, or 

activities related to enforcing labour-standard laws in the fisheries sector.  

 Mandate to receive labour complaints: For the year 2024, workers' grievances had 

to be channelled through the Labour Relation Division of the MESA, as had been the case 

for previous years. This applies to grievances in all domestic sectors in the fishing and 

post-harvest sector. For fisheries sector workers working in the International Trade Zone, 

the ITZ (Employment) Regulations 1997 provides the FSA with the power to receive their 

grievances and to rule on employment cases in the ITZ. The Regulations also makes 

provision for the setting up of the SITZ Employment Council with the power to enquire 

about employment conditions.  

 Number of offences committed by employers in the fisheries sector that 

have been resolved by the authorities: MESA reported that there were no offences 

detected in the fisheries sector in 2024 and that there were three grievances, all of which 

were all settled through mediation. (Two of the grievances related to unjustified 

termination disciplinary measure and not technically offences). MESA once again 

reiterated the distinction between “offences”, which are detected/established by the 

labour inspectors and enforced, and “grievances”, which may constitute offences not 

sufficiently proved to be addressed by enforcement (but may also simply constitute 

disciplinary measures being contested by the workers) and which are consequently 

“resolved” (if possible) by way of mediation. 

No information was available on offences and grievances from employers and workers 

working in the ITZs.  

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding labour standards in Seychelles’ fisheries sector: 

                                                           
Available online at: https://www.finance.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2024-Budget-Estimates-of-
Revenue-and-Expenditure-for-the-Fiscal-Year-2024-Part-2.pdf  

133   The purpose of the Labour Protection Programme of the Department of Labour is to: (i) ensure that worker 
vulnerability is reduced through adherence to decent work principles and improved compliance and 
enforcement of national labour laws in workplaces; (ii) support policies and practices that promote sound 
labour relations; (iii) to promote health and safety in the workplace to regulate dangerous activities; and (iv) 
to foster stable industrial relations and workplace productivity. 

https://www.finance.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2024-Budget-Estimates-of-Revenue-and-Expenditure-for-the-Fiscal-Year-2024-Part-2.pdf
https://www.finance.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2024-Budget-Estimates-of-Revenue-and-Expenditure-for-the-Fiscal-Year-2024-Part-2.pdf
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ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-9_1 NMSG should meet with the Seychelles Financial 

Services Authority (FSA) and make the case for 

them to prepare and publish a summary of 

national laws and labour standards applicable to 

workers employed in the post-harvest fisheries 

sector within the International Trade Zone.  

High  April 2026 

2024-9_2 SFA should annually obtain and publish 

information from the Ministry responsible for 

employment on the total number of offences 

committed by employers in the fisheries sector 

and their outcomes.  

High Annually by end 

of June 
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1.10 Fisheries Subsidies 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish information on: 

 Type of government financial transfers or 

subsidies to the fisheries sector 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

No 

 Value of government financial transfers or 

subsidies to the fisheries sector  

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

No 

 Recipients of government financial transfers 

or subsidies to the fisheries sector  

Yes No Unknown 

 Average annual value of any fuel subsidies 

per unit of fuel in nominal and percentage 

terms.  

Yes Yes Yes 

 Type of government financial transfer or subsidies: In 2024, the Government of 

Seychelles did not publish any new information on the types of financial transfers and 

subsidies to the fisheries sector. This follows the publication of a comprehensive report 

on Public Sector Support to the Fisheries Sector Report134 in 2023 that analysed and 

provided details on the value of different types of subsidies provided between 2014 and 

2021. A summary is provided in the 2023 FiTI Report.  

 Subsidies given to large-scale fisheries in Seychelles: During the 2021 FITI 

reporting process, the MFABE, confirmed that there were no direct subsidies provided to 

Seychelles’ large-scale fisheries sector. It was explained that large-scale fishing vessels 

purchase fuel duty-free in Port Victoria, which is not a privilege specific to the fisheries 

sector or the Seychelles fleet as all international vessels enjoy this benefit. By the time 

that this 2024 report was being finalised, this statement had not been published on any 

government website. Unlike vessels in the small-scale fisheries sector, large-scale 

fisheries vessels pay for the use of the quays, tuna buoys and other facilities in Port 

Victoria. Fisheries management at the national and IOTC levels represents the only 

indirect subsidy that large-scale fisheries operators receive. 

 Subsidies given to small-scale fisheries in Seychelles: The Public Sector Support 

to the Fisheries Sector Report published in 2023 provides a comprehensive overview of 

the different types and value of subsidies provided to the small-scale fisheries sector 

between 2014 and 2021. The MSMEs Guide to Incentives (year of publication?)135 

published on the website of Enterprise Seychelles Agency (ESA) provides a summary of 

                                                           
134 https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/public-sector-support-of-the-seychelles-fisheries-sector-
4.pdf 
135 https://www.esa.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MSMEs-Guide-to-Incentives-Booklet.pdf 

https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/public-sector-support-of-the-seychelles-fisheries-sector-4.pdf
https://mofbe.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/public-sector-support-of-the-seychelles-fisheries-sector-4.pdf
https://www.esa.gov.sc/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MSMEs-Guide-to-Incentives-Booklet.pdf
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the incentives available in the Seychelles’ small-scale fisheries sector. For the year 2024, 

some information on fisheries subsidies provided to the small-scale fisheries sector is 

provided in the 2024 SFA Annual Report, which included information on:  

o A special loan scheme with low (3% per annum) interest rate for artisanal fishing 

under the Fisheries Development Fund136. 

o The Blue Investment Fund offering loans of up to US$3 million at a 4% interest rate 

with a repayment period of up to 15 years137. 

o The Fisheries Insurance Scheme for vessels and machinery up to SCR 2 million with 

premium set at 4% of the boat value and government covering 50% of it138.  

o VAT exemption on imports related to fishing operations, which in 2024 were 

provided to 182 applicants for a sum of SCR 47.40 million. 

Information published on the SFA website indicates that registered local boat owners and 

fishermen also benefitted from the sickness benefit scheme in 2024. The MSMEs Guide 

to Incentives indicates that the benefit is SCR 67 per day on a doctor’s approved sick leave. 

The total amount of subsidies given to the small-scale fisheries in the Seychelles for the 

year 2024 is not collated.  

 Fuel subsidies: Information about the fuel incentive scheme (FIS) for the small-scale 

fishing industry is available online from the SFA website138. Under this scheme eligible 

benefactors benefit from a reduction in fuel at the concession rate of SCR8.50 per litre. 

The 2024 SFA Annual Report indicates that the total value of fuel subsidies given to the 

small-scale fishing sector in 2024 amounted to SCR 53.54 million, of which SCR 33.09 

million was given to the artisanal fisheries vessels and SCR 20.45 million to semi-industrial 

fisheries vessels. Recommendation 2019-10_2, which requested that information on fuel 

subsidies to the sea cucumber fishery is published by December 2022, is yet to be 

implemented.  

 Ice subsidies: No information on ice subsidies for the year 2024 has been published by 

the SFA. The Public Sector Support to the Fisheries Sector Report indicates that ice is sold 

by the SFA at a subsidised rate of SCR 0.6 per kg bag compared to SCR 1.6 to the public. 

This is corroborated by information in the MSMEs Guide to Incentives.  

                                                           
136 https://www.sfa.sc/fisheries-development-fund/ 
137 https://dbs.sc/service/bif-scheme/ 
138 https://www.sfa.sc/fisheries-scheme/   

https://www.sfa.sc/fisheries-development-fund/
https://dbs.sc/service/bif-scheme/
https://www.sfa.sc/fisheries-scheme/
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The 2024 SFA Annual Report only contains information on revenue collected by the SFA 

on the sale of ice (SCR 4,986,309) but not the cost of production, since the costs are not 

separated from other SFA costs. Information on ice sales on the SFA FIMS during the 

preparation of this report was only available up to the year 2022139. The FiTI 2023 report 

calculates the ice subsidy in 2023 to be SCR 9.6 million but the source of the data on the 

FIMS could not be located. In 2023, the Public Sector Support to the Fisheries Sector Report 

conservatively estimated that cost recovery was only 45%, which would equate to a 

subsidy of SCR 6,094,378 for the year 2024.   

 Recipients of government financial transfers or subsidies to the fisheries 

sector: Information on the recipients of government financial transfers or subsidies in 

the fisheries sector on an individual, per vessel or per company basis has never been 

published by the Government of Seychelles. Information published indicates that 

subsidies are available to boat owners, fishermen and fishing companies in the fisheries 

sector and fisheries sector value chain. The information on the actual recipients is 

available from different agencies such as the SFA, Seychelles Revenue Commission (SRC), 

Development Bank of Seychelles (DBS), and Social Protection Agency (SPA) but has never 

been collated and published in any document or government website in a way that 

individually identifies recipients.  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding fisheries subsidies in Seychelles’ fisheries sector: 

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-10_1 The SFA should annually compile and publish a 

comprehensive list of all government financial 

transfers and subsidies provided to the fishing 

sector, and their recipients. 

High Annually by the 

end of June. 

 

  

                                                           
139 https://sfa-fims.traseable.com/public/revenue 

https://sfa-fims.traseable.com/public/revenue
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1.11 Official Development Assistance 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish the following information on public sector projects: 

 related to fisheries (project value, purpose, 

output, project evaluations) 

Yes Yes Yes 

 related to marine conservation (project 

value, purpose, output, project evaluations) 

Yes Yes Unknown 

The National MSG found that there are only a limited number of fisheries public sector projects 

which were funded through ODA in 2024, compared to a wider variety of marine conservation-

related projects. These projects are funded through a mixture of bilateral, multilateral and 

private donors.  

 Fisheries-related public sector development projects: During this FiTI report 

compilation process, the SFA updated the list of fisheries and marine conservation 

projects funded through ODA that were under implementation in 2024.140 The list 

contained six projects that were active in 2024 and provided summary information 

including their names, purpose, implementing and executing entities, grant amounts, 

start and end dates, donor and status. The projects were funded by international donors, 

including the World Bank, Global Environmental Facility, 11th European Development 

Fund (EDF), the NEKTON Programme and Oceans5.  

Regional fisheries projects: According to the list of ODA funded projects provided by the 

SFA, in 2024 the Seychelles benefitted from three regional fisheries projects. These 

included:  

o The Ecofish Programme141 (2018 – 2024) funded by the European Union at a cost of 

EUR 28 million. The total direct benefit for Seychelles for the year 2024 is not 

known. There is no mention of this project on the websites of the MFABE or SFA. 

However, some of the project meetings held in Seychelles are covered as news 

items on both websites.  

 

o The IKI Project entitled “Strengthening the blue economy of the WIO through 

integration of ecosystem services and effective biodiversity conservation” funded 

by the International Klimate Initiative (IKI) of Germany's Federal Ministry for the 

                                                           
140 https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F02%2FSummary-of-fisheries-and-marine-conservation-donor-funded-
projects.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

141  https://www.ecofish-programme.org/ The programme is targeted at countries with marine fisheries in the 
Eastern Africa, Southern Africa and Indian Ocean Region. It’s objective is to enhance equitable economic 
growth by promoting sustainable fisheries in the EA-SA-I0 region. 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F02%2FSummary-of-fisheries-and-marine-conservation-donor-funded-projects.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F02%2FSummary-of-fisheries-and-marine-conservation-donor-funded-projects.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfa.sc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F02%2FSummary-of-fisheries-and-marine-conservation-donor-funded-projects.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.ecofish-programme.org/


 
 

69 

Seychelles’ Report to the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) – Detailed Section   | Calendar year: 2024 

Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (BMU) at a cost of Euro 1 

million.  

o The Plan Régional de Surveillance des Pêches (PRSP)142 of the Indian Ocean 

Commission, which has been under implementation since 2007 with financial 

backing of Euro 40 million from the European Union.  

 

Information available on the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) website list 

only 8 fisheries projects143, which had been funded by ODA, of which seven were already 

completed. None of the above-mentioned projects are listed on the IATI website.  

 Conservation-related public sector development projects: There are several 

marine conservation-related projects funded through ODA that were under 

implementation in the Seychelles in 2024, but there is no comprehensive overview 

provided by the government of Seychelles. The list of ODA projects made available by the 

SFA during this FiTI report compilation process list two of the ongoing conservation 

projects funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF). A review of the Seychelles 

portfolio on the GEF website indicates that Seychelles had eight active national projects 

in 2024 with a total financing of USD 34,830,564144. It also indicates that the Seychelles 

was involved in 27 regional and global projects with a total financing of USD 395,370,692. 

Seychelles’ allocations from the regional and global projects are however not detailed.  

Information available on the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) website list 

only 4 active general environment protection projects145  which had been funded by ODA 

and is underestimating the ODA support to the Seychelles marine conservation efforts. 

 

The change to the OECD website and the additional complexity in locating ODA 

information has not made it possible to cross-check the list of 2024 active marine 

conservation projects, as well as fisheries projects funded through ODA, that were listed.  

 

The MSG took note that the marine programmes of the Seychelles Conservation and 

Climate Adaptation Trust (SeyCCAT) are largely funded by ODA. SeyCCAT has its own 

website146 that provide information about the source of funding for its programmes. The 

website of the ministry responsible for environment147 does not contain any information 

on its projects that are being funded through ODA.  

  

                                                           
142 https://www.commissionoceanindien.org/ministerielle-prsp-2025/ 
143 https://d-portal.iatistandard.org/ctrack.html?&country_code=SC&sector_group=313#view=main 
144 https://www.thegef.org/projects-operations/country-profiles/seychelles 
145 https://d-portal.iatistandard.org/ctrack.html?&country_code=SC&sector_group=410#view=main 
146 https://seyccat.org/ 
147 https://macce.gov.sc/ 

https://www.commissionoceanindien.org/ministerielle-prsp-2025/
https://d-portal.iatistandard.org/ctrack.html?&country_code=SC&sector_group=313#view=main
https://www.thegef.org/projects-operations/country-profiles/seychelles
https://d-portal.iatistandard.org/ctrack.html?&country_code=SC&sector_group=410#view=main
https://seyccat.org/
https://macce.gov.sc/
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Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding beneficial ownership in Seychelles’ fisheries sector: 

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-11_1 The SFA should annually update and publish 

on its website the list of fisheries sector 

projects funded through ODAs over the past 5 

years with a summary of each project. 

High Annually by the 

end of June. 

2024-11_2 The Department of Environment should 

annually collate and publish on its website 

information on marine conservation projects 

funded through ODAs over the past 5 years 

with a summary of each project.  

High Annually by the 

end of June. 
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1.12  Beneficial Ownership 

Transparency requirements Availability Accessibility Completeness 

Seychelles must publish information on the country’s status regarding beneficial ownership 

transparency: 

i. The legal basis for beneficial ownership 

transparency in the country. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

ii. The country’s legal definition of beneficial 

ownership. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

iii. The availability of a public register of 

beneficial owners. 

No148 No (restricted 

access) 

Unknown 

iv. The rules and procedures for incorporating 

beneficial ownership in filings by companies to 

corporate regulators, stock exchanges or 

agencies regulating the access to fisheries. 

Yes Yes 

(Online) 

Yes 

v. The current status and discussions around 

beneficial ownership transparency in fisheries. 

Yes Yes Yes 

 Legal basis for and definition of beneficial ownership: In 2024, the legal basis 

for and the definition of beneficial ownership in the fisheries sector was provided for in 

the Fisheries Act (2014) and the Beneficial Ownership Act (BO) (2020) and Beneficial 

Ownership Regulations (2020). In 2023, the Beneficial Ownership (Amendment) Act 2023 

and the Beneficial Ownership (Amendment) Regulations 2023 were enacted, to ensure 

compliance with international standards set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and 

OECD. No new changes were made to the Beneficial Ownership Act and Regulations in 

2024. However, during this FiTI reporting process (in 2025), the Beneficial Ownership Act 

and Regulations were further amended principally to expand transparency requirements 

to include partnerships formed or established outside of Seychelles that conduct business 

within the country. 

 Public register of beneficial owners: A central register of beneficial owners has 

been available in Seychelles since the end of 2021. The BO Act provides for every legal 

person or legal arrangement registered in Seychelles, to maintain an up-to-date register 

of beneficial owners at the principal place of business of its resident agent. This 

information is reported to the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) who maintains a central 

beneficial ownership database. However, the register and the database are not publicly 

                                                           
148  Access to the Beneficial Ownership Database is not public and is restricted by the Beneficial Ownership Act 

(2020) and Beneficial Ownership Regulations (2020) to a number of Competent Authorities defined in the 
Beneficial Ownership Act. 
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available, and the BO Act provides for institutions specified under the Act to access the 

information (Sections 13(4) and 14) and the SFA is not included on the list of Competent 

Authorities. Section 2(b) of the Beneficial Ownership Act (2020) makes provision for the 

exclusion of a legal person which was formed, incorporated or established outside of 

Seychelles, unless the overseas company has registered under the Companies Act. In the 

fisheries sector, this excluded foreign owned vessels from registering their BO information 

on the central register, unless they have registered under the Companies Act.  

 Incorporating beneficial ownership in filings by companies: The Beneficial 

Ownership Act requires that within 30 days of incorporation, the details of beneficial 

owners of every legal person and legal arrangement should be registered with the 

Financial Services Authority (FSA) and the Registrar of Companies (RoC) and added to the 

Central BO register by the registered agent. The onus is on the legal person or the legal 

arrangement and not the registered agent to identify their beneficial owners. It also 

requires for changes in beneficial ownership to be modified in the central register within 

30 days of occurrence.  

Information on beneficial ownership in the fisheries sector is, to certain extent, publicly 

available for operators in the small-scale fisheries sector, with the list of vessel owners 

published as part of the small-scale fishing vessel registry.  The SFA reviewed its 

application forms in 2022 to ensure that it captures ownership information during licence 

application for local licences i.e. for small-scale fisheries. This information for 2024 is 

publicly available through the publication of the small-scale fisheries registry. For 

industrial fishing vessel licences, application forms capture the name of business owners, 

who are usually corporates and corporate shareholders and in very rare instances 

information on the natural persons is captured. In 2024, none of the Seychelles-flagged 

vessels in the IOTC Record of Currently Authorised Vessels had actual beneficial ownership 

information listed. 

 Current status and discussions around beneficial ownership transparency 

in fisheries: The BO Act is not industry-specific and is applicable to all legal persons or 

arrangements registered in Seychelles, both by the Financial Services Authority and the 

Registrar. As such, if a fishing vessel is owned by a legal person or arrangement registered 

in Seychelles, that legal person/arrangement is subjected to the BO Act and must 

maintain, through their resident agents, a Register of Beneficial Owners, and populate 

their beneficial ownership information in the central database. The Fisheries Act (2014) 

also requires SFA to collect beneficial owner information upon the registering of fishing 

vessels. All partnerships, associations, and companies, operating in the Seychelles 

fisheries sector, are required to declare their beneficial owners. However, the SFA does 

not have direct access to the central BO register and must go through the Financial 
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Intelligence Unit to cross-check what is declared on the application forms and what is in 

the BO register. 

Recommendations  

We, the National MSG, make the following recommendations to improve transparency 

regarding beneficial ownership in Seychelles’ fisheries sector: 

ID Recommendation Suggested 

priority 

Suggested date 

for completion 

2024-12_1 The SFA should make an official request to 

the Financial Intelligence Unit to become one 

of the designated public authorities to have 

access to the Beneficial Ownership Database. 

Medium December 2026 
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Annex A. Statement of the Report Compiler 

I, Dr. Jude BIJOUX, was appointed by the Seychelles FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group (NMSG) as 

the Report Compiler for the 2024 FiTI reporting process in June 2025. This statement outlines the 

approach, methodology, and key considerations applied in compiling this report. 

Scope and Methodology 
This report covers the calendar year 2024 and assesses the availability, accessibility, and completeness 

of information published by the Government of Seychelles across the 12 transparency requirements 

set forth in the FiTI Standard. The compilation process involved: 

1. Systematic review of government websites, particularly those of the Ministry of Fisheries, 

Agriculture and Blue Economy (MFABE) and the Seychelles Fisheries Authority (SFA), to assess the 

online availability and accessibility of required information. 

2. Direct consultation with relevant national authorities, particularly with the SFA and MFABE, to 

obtain information not available in the public domain and to verify published data. 

3. Verification of information completeness through cross-referencing multiple data sources, 

including statistical reports, annual reports, legal documents, and fisheries management 

publications. 

4. Review of international reporting obligations, particularly submissions to the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission (IOTC) and documentation related to foreign fishing access agreements. 

5. Regular consultation with the FiTI NMSG throughout the reporting process to present preliminary 

findings, address queries, and incorporate feedback. 

Data Collection Challenges and Limitations 
Several challenges were encountered during the compilation of this report: 

• Reconciliation of vessel numbers across different data sources (the 2024 large-scale fishing vessel 

registry, the 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report, and the SFA Fisheries Information Management 

System) revealed discrepancies that required clarification with the SFA Statistics Department. 

• Information on certain transparency requirements, particularly regarding fisheries subsidies, 

beneficial ownership, and employment in the informal fisheries sector, remained fragmented 

across multiple agencies and was not comprehensively collated by any single authority. 

• Publication delays for key documents, including the 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report and certain 

fisheries management reports, delayed the submission of certain deliverables. 

• Limited disaggregation of catch and landing data in some fisheries sub-sectors, particularly for 

transshipments and landings in foreign ports by the industrial longline fishery. 

 

Positive Developments and Institutional Commitment 
While challenges were encountered, it is important to acknowledge the significant progress and 

commitment demonstrated by Seychelles' fisheries authorities and stakeholders during the 2024 

reporting period: 

• The SFA has established an Internal FiTI Committee, which also functions as the agency's Website 

Committee. This committee meets regularly to review and publish information in accordance with 

the FiTI Standard, demonstrating institutional commitment to transparency and ensuring 
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systematic updates to publicly available fisheries information. This internal mechanism represents 

a significant step toward mainstreaming transparency within the SFA's operational structure. 

• Both the SFA and the MFABE have continually increased the amount and quality of information 

available on their respective websites throughout 2024. This sustained effort to enhance online 

accessibility of fisheries data reflects a maturing transparency culture and reduces reliance on the 

FiTI Report as the primary vehicle for information disclosure. 

• The FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group has remained active and fully committed to the 

preparation of this report. Members from government, private sector, and civil society 

participated constructively in review meetings, provided timely feedback on preliminary findings, 

and demonstrated genuine engagement in advancing fisheries transparency in Seychelles. This 

multi-stakeholder approach continues to be a cornerstone of the FiTI's success in the country. 

These developments indicate that transparency in fisheries management is becoming progressively 

institutionalized within Seychelles' governance framework, moving beyond compliance with FiTI 

requirements toward embedded practices that support informed decision-making, public 

accountability, and stakeholder participation. 

Independence and Professional Conduct 
Throughout the compilation process, I maintained independence and professional objectivity in 

accordance with the Terms of Reference established by the NMSG and the FiTI Standard. Where 

information gaps or discrepancies were identified, these have been clearly documented in the report, 

along with recommendations for improvement. 

I did not encounter any attempts by governmental or non-governmental stakeholders to influence the 

findings or recommendations presented in this report. All stakeholders engaged in the process 

demonstrated commitment to transparency and provided requested information within reasonable 

timeframes. 

Acknowledgments 
I wish to acknowledge the cooperation and assistance provided by: 

• The members of the Seychelles FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group for their guidance and 

constructive feedback throughout the reporting process. 

• The staff of the SFA, particularly the Statistics Department, Monitoring Control and Surveillance 

Division, and Fisheries Management and Development Department, for facilitating access to data 

and providing clarifications. 

• The Seychelles FiTI Secretariat for coordinating inter-agency collaboration. 

• Representatives from the National Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of Employment and Social Affairs, 

Seychelles Ports Authority, Department of Environment, and Financial Services Authority for 

providing sector-specific information. 

• The FiTI International Secretariat for technical guidance and support. 

Compliance with FiTI Standard 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the FiTI Standard (Version 1.1, April 2017) and 

follows the structure and requirements set forth in Section B.2 of the Standard. The assessment 

methodology applied is consistent with previous Seychelles FiTI Reports to ensure comparability and 

track progress over time. 
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All information contained in this report represents the best available data at the time of compilation 

(June to December 2025). Where information was unavailable or incomplete, this has been clearly 

indicated, and recommendations have been provided for progressive improvement in line with the FiTI 

principles. 

 

 

Jude BIJOUX (PhD) 

Report Compiler 

Seychelles 2024 FiTI Report 
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Annex B. Consultations for providing the FiTI Report 

 

Seychelles Fisheries Authority (SFA) 
 
 Dr Jan Robinson, Chief Executive Officer 

 Mr Roddy Allisop, Monitoring Control and Surveillance Manager 

 Mr Vincent Lucas, Head of Department, Fisheries Resource Management and Technical 
Coordination Section 

 Ms Betty Victor, Senior Technical Fisheries Coordinator 

 Ms Karyss Auguste, Manager, Licence and Permit Section 

 Mrs Juliette Lucas, Statistics Manager, Fisheries Statistics Division 

 Ms. Stephanie Hollanda Rodney Govinden, Manager, Fisheries Research Section 

 Ms Sara Fanchette, Management Accountant, Accounts Section 

 Mr Jude Gabriel, IT Manager 

 Mrs. Tresa Bastienne, Asst. Manager PR & Communication 

 
Department of Fisheries 
 
 Mr. Roy Clarisse, Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department, Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and 

Blue Economy 

 Ms. Stephanie Radegonde, Principal Policy Analyst, Fisheries Division, Ministry of Fisheries, 
Agriculture and Blue Economy 

 

Department of Employment 
 
 Ms. Alda Aumeeruddy, Director, Industrial Relations, Ministry of employment & human resource 

planning 

 
National MSG members present were: 
 
 Mr Philippe Michaud, National FiTI Lead-Blue Economy 

 Mr Roy Clarisse, MFABE representative 

 Mr. Selwyn Edmond, Seaward Co. (Pty) Ltd, representing large-scale fisheries sector 

 Mr Rodney Nichole, Bel Ombre Fishermen Association 

 Mr Muditha Gunathilake, representing APESH 

 Mr Faizal Suleiman, Glacis Fishermen’s Association 

 Dr Marie-Therese Purvis, representing the Civil Society Organisations-Citizens Engagement 
Platform Seychelles (CEPS). 
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 Mr Antoine Marie Moustache, representing Nature Seychelles. 

 

FiTI National Secretariat 

 Mr Philippe Michaud, National FiTI Lead, Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and Blue Economy 

 Ms. Nathanielle Morel, Programme Development Officer, Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and 
Blue Economy 

 Ms. Kim Samy, Programme Development Officer, Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and Blue 
Economy 

 Mr Ralph Legaie, Senior Policy Analyst, Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and Blue Economy 

 

FiTI International Secretariat 

 Yannick Memee, Regional Coordinator (Western Indian Ocean)  

 Dr. Karine Young, Programme Manager 

 

  



Annex C. Additional information for 2024, published only as part of this FiTI Report 

 

 



Comparison between number of vessels licensed to fish in Seychelles waters in 

2024 from three different SFA sources: (1) The 2024 large-scale fishing vessel 

registry, (2) 2024 Fisheries Statistical Report and (3) SFA Fisheries Information 

Management System.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flag state Number of licensed vessels according to… 

Longline Purse seiner Supply vessel  

Registr

y 

Stat 

Report 

FIMS Registr

y 

Stat 

Report 

FIMS Registr

y 

Stat 

Report 

FIMS 

France 0 0 0 11 11 0 2 2 2 

Italy 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 

Kenya 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 

Korea 0 0 0 3 3 2 1 1 1 

Mauritius 9 12 1 8 3 3 2 1 1 

Oman 3 3 3 3 3 1 0 0 0 

Seychelles 27 27 23 13 13 13 4 4 3 

Spain 0 0 0 12 13 12 4 4 4 

Taiwan (POC) 47 47 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tanzania 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Grand Total 86 89 67 53 49 34 14 13 13 
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Quantity of dried shark fins exported from the Seychelles in 2024. Source: 

CITES certificate issuance data from the Department of Environment.  

 

Quarter Species  Weight (kg) 

Q1 Black tip 314.9 

Blue Shark 691 

Scalloped hammerhead 35.8 

Silky shark 438.2 

Q2 Black tip 271.2 

Blue Shark 55.6 

Oceanic white tip 70.7 

Scalloped hammerhead 36.2 

Silky shark 496.8 

Q3 Black tip 346.1 

Blue Shark 26.5 

Great white shark 37.4 

Oceanic white tip 103.3 

Sand shark 344.3 

Scalloped hammerhead 237.7 

Shortfin Mako 41.9 

Silky shark 872.1 

Thresher shark 133.8 

Q4 Black tip 159.5 

Great white shark 37.4 

Oceanic white tip 58.1 

Scalloped hammerhead 145.7 

Silky shark 441.1 

TOTAL  5,395.3 
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